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 Non-conformilts 


From the Charge of 


SCHISME- 


As it was Managed againſt them in a Sermon 
Preached before the Lord Mayor ; by Dr. 
Stillngfleet, Dean of St. Pauls. 
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Coitio Chriſtianorum merits ſane illicita , þ elicitis par 5 me- 
rits damnanda,ft quis de ea queritur eo titulo quo de fadTioni- 

bus querela eft. In cujus pernicient akiqnaich 

Hoc fumus congregati quod & diſperſs 5 hoc univerſi quod. 

&* Singuli , neminem ledentes, neminem contriſtantes 5; 

gum probi, cum bont coeunt, cum pij, cum caſts. congre= 


gartur, non eft faio dicenda, ſed Curia, Tertul. J 
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CON EOS EO ECO ONION TONES 


'T was no ſmall Surprize unto many, firſt ro heay of, and 
then to fee in Print the late Sermon of the Reverend 
Den of St. Pauls Preached at Guildhall , May 2. 1680. 

| being the firff Sundiy in Eaſter Term , before the Lord 

M ryor, &Cc. 


Whatever there might be of Truth in it, yet they judged the 

time both of the cne and the other, rhe Preaching and Printing 

of it, to be ſomewhar unſeaſonable. For, they ſay,thar this is a 
time wherein the Agreement of all Proteſtants , ſo far as they 
have attained, is made more than ordinarily neceſſary. And 
whereas the Nonconformiſts do agree in Religion with all zhe 
ſober Proteſtant People of the Nation, which is the Church of 
Englard, they do ſuppoſe that ordinary Prudence would adviſe 
unto a forbearance of them in thoſe few things wherein they dif- 
 Aent; not indeed from the Body of the Proteſlant People, but 
{rom ſome that would impoſe them on their Conſciences and 
Practices. Who knows not thar the preſent danger of this Na- 

tion is from Popery, and the endeavors that are uſed both to in; 
rroduce it and cnthrone it , or give it Power and Authority 

- among us? And it is no part of the Popi/h Dejien to take away 

5 and deſtroy thoſe things wherein the Nozconformiſts do diſſent 
from the preſcnt Eccleſtaſtical Eſt 1bhfhment, but rather to con- 

- firm them. | Thcir conrtrivancec is to ruinc and deſtroy the Re- 

= bgion of the Poly of the Proteſtants in this Kingdom, wherein 

., the Nonconformiſis arc one with them, and equally concerned 
=. with any of them. Wherefore it cannot bur be grievous unto 

_ them as well as uicleſs unto the common Intereſt of rhe Prore- 
» Nant Religion, that ar ſuch a time and ſeaſen, they ſhould be re- 

; v fieted on, charged ard feyereiy treatcd.cn the account of thoſe 
_ * leſſer differences, which no way diſenable them from being uſeful 
;S and ſerviceable unto the Government and Nation in the defence 

__ and preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion. And that it is en 


| (2) 

reſolution ſo to be, they have given ſufficient evidence, equal at 
leaſt with that given by any ſort of People in the Nation; yea, 
of their Dzlzgence in oppoſition unto Popery, and their readi- 
neſs ro obſerye the direction of the Mag:ſtrates therein, whilſt 
the Plot hath been in; agitation ; they ſuppoſe the Honourable 


Perſon unto whom this Sermon is dedicated, can and will bear 


them witneſs. 


In theſe Circumſtances, to be required ſeverely to change 
their Judgments and Practices, as-it were Momento Turbinis,im- 
mediately and in an inſtant; or elſe ro be looked on and treated 
as Adverſaries ; many do think as unſeaſonable, as to command 
a good part of an Army when it is aCtually engaged againſt an 
Enemy, to change all their Order, Poſtures, Diſcipline and Ad- 
yantages, or immediately to depart out of the Field. And they 
do withaFſuppoſe that ſuch a ſudden change is leaſt of all to be 
expectedto be wrought by ſuch ſevere Charges and RefleQions, 
aS are made on all Nonconformziſts in this Diſcourſe. Such like 
things as theſe do men talk concerning the ſeaſon of the Preach- 
ing and Publiſhing of this Sermon : Bur in ſuch things every 
man is to be left unto his own Prudence, whereof he may not 
eſteem himſelf obliged to give an Account. 

For my partI judge ir not ſo unſcaſonable as ſome others do. 
For it is well chat honeſt men ſhould underſtand the ſtate of 
thoſe things wherein they are greatly and deeply concerned. 
Nonconformiſts might poſſibly ſuppoſe that the common dan- 
ger of all Proteſtants had reconciled the minds of the Conform- 
ing Miniſlry unto them, ſo as thar they were more than former- 
ly inclined unto their forbearance, and I was really of the ſame 
judgment my ſelf. If it be nor fo, ir is well they are fairly warn- 
ed, what they have to expect, that they may preparc themſelves 
ro undergo ir with patience. Bur we ſhall paſs by theſe things, 
and attend a little unto the conſideration of the Sermon itfelf. 


The Defign of this Diſcourſe ſeems to conſiſt in theſe three 
things, or to aim at them. EE 


L ( 1) To 


(3) 
(4) To prove all the Nonconformiſts ro be guilry of Schiſm, 
and a ſinful Separation from the Church of England. 

(2). To aggravate their ſuppoſed Guilt and Crime, both in its 
Nature, and all the pernicious Conſfequents of it that can be 
imagined. | | 

(3) To charge them, eſpecially their Miniſters, with want 
of Sincerity and Honeſty , in the management of their Diſſent 
from the Church of E2zg/:nd, with reterence unto the People 
that hear them, What there is of Truth in theſe things, or 
what there may be of miſtake in them, it is the Duty of Non- 
conformiſls ro try and examine. Bur ſome few things mult have 
a previous conſideration, before we come to the Merits of the 
Cauſe itſelf. 


1. TheRevercnd Author of this Diſcourſe affirms, thar in the 
Preaching of this Sermon he was far from intending to fiir up 
the Magiſtrates and Judges unto a Perſecution of Diſſenters, as 
ſome ill men have reported. Epis?. Ded., Withour this Informa- 
tion I confeſs I could not bur jadge it would have been as liable 
unto a ſuppoſition of ſuch a Deſign, as the aftings of the Non- 
conformilſts in the management of their Cauſe are unto that of 
Inſincerity in the judgment of this Reverend Author. For, 

( x ) It was not preached unto Nonconformiſts, perhaps not 
one of ' them preſent; ſo that the intention of Preaching ir,could 
not be their Conviction. They were not likely cither to hear 
the Charge , or the Reaſons of ir. 

(2) It was preached unto them, who were no way 
guilty of the m—_—_— Crime rcproved; but peculiarly ſuch as 
were intruſted with the execution of the penal Laws againſt 
them that were ſuppoſed guilty, Mag:ifrates and Fudges, which 
in another would haye but an ill ape. If a Man ſhould go un- 
to a Juſtice of the Peace, and complain that his Neighbor is a 
Thief, or a Swearer, or a Murderer ; though he ſhould give the 
Juſtice never ſo many Arguments to prove that his Neighbour 
did very ill in being ſo and doing ſo, yer his buſineſs would 
ſeem to be the execution of the Law upon him. But let = 

| | B 2 Wi 


(4) 


Will of God be done, Nonconformiſts are not much concerned 


in theſe things. 

We are likewiſe informed in the fame Epiſtle, that there are 
no ſharp and provoking Expreſſions on the Perſons of any. It 
is indeed beneath the Gravity and Digniry of this Reverend Au» 
_ thor, to bring reviling or railing Accuſations againit any; neither 
will he, I am ſure, give countenance to ſuch a practice in others; 
which is ſeldom uſed but by men of very mean conſideration: 
Bur.I am not ſatisfied that he hath not uſed even great ſeverity 
in RefleQtions on a whole Party of Men, and that unprovoked: 
Nor do F know how Perſons on a Religious account can be more 
feverely refleted on, and thar not only as unto their Opinions 
and Practiſes, but alſo as unto the Sincerity of their Hcarts, and 
Honeſty of their Deſigns, than the Nonconformiſts are in this 
Sermon. | 

T have ſeen a Colleftion made of fach RefleRions-by the hand 
of a Perſon of Honour, a Member of the Church of England, 
with his judgment upon them ; wherein they appear to me nor 
ro be a true reſemblance or repreſentation-of-Chriſtian Love and 


Charity. 


2. A great part of this Diſcourſe being: fuch as became a 
Popular Auditory, conſiſting in Generals on. all hands acknow- 
ledged, as the good of Union, the evil' of Schiſm, and cauſeleſy 
Separation, Wr. which will indifferently ſerve: any Party until ir 
be determined where the original faujr and miſtake doth lie ; } 
ſhall not art all rake-notice of it, though it be ſo drels'd, as ro be 
laid at-the door of Nonconformiſts in a readineſs for an appli- 
cation unto their diſadvantage : Bur nothing that by way of 
Argumenr,. Teſtimony or Inſtance is produced , to prove the 
Charge mentioned, and the Conſequents of it, ſhall be omit- 
ted; 


3. Some few things may be taken notice of in the paſſage of 
the Author unto his' Text ; of that nature is his complaint, P. z: 
There is juſt cauſe for many-ſad Refleftions , when neither the 

'0 | Miſerec. 
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(5) 
Miſeries we have felt; nor the Calamities we fear ; neither tie 
terrible Judgments of God upon us, nor the unexpetted De- 
lrverance vouchſafed unto ns, nor the common Danger we are 
yet in, have abated Mcns Heats, or allayed their Puſſtons, or 
made them more willing to unite with cur eſtabliſhed Church 
and Religion - But inſtcad of that, ſome ſtand ut a greater 
Diſtance, if not Defiance. It is acknowledged willingly by us; 
that the warnings and calls of God unto this Nation have been 
great and marvcilous, and yet continue ſo ro be. Burt it 1s wor- 
thy our enquiry, whether this be to be looked on as the onely 
End-and Deiign of them, that the Nonconlormiits do imme- 
diateiy in all rhings comply with the Eftabiiſhed Church and 
Religion , and are evidences of God's diſpleaſure becauſe they 
do not ſo; when he who ſearcheth their hearts, doth know 
that they would do ir, were it not for fear of his diſpicaſure ? 
Whar if it ſhould be the defign of God in them to call the Na+ 
tion and ſo the Church of England unto Repentance and Re-. 
formation, which when all is done, is the onely: way of -reconci- 
ling all Proteſtant Diſſenters ? What if God ihould in them 
reſlifie againſt all the Atheifm, Profaneſs,Senſuality,that abound 
in this Nation, unto the Publ:ich Scand it of it, with the dread. 
and terror of thoſe by whom they are duly conſtdered, the per- 
fons giilty of them, being no way proceeded againft by any 
Diſcipline of the Church, nor any Reformation of the Churcit 
ifſelt from iuch hortible polluticns once attempred ? Every man - 
who knows any thing of Chriſt, of his Law, Goſpel, Rule and . 
Diiciplinc, of tae Nature, End, and Uſe of them, wkh-ulic Wors 
ſhip of God to be performed in them and by them , and doth | 
with'.' conſider the Terror of the Lord unto whom an account 
is r© be given of theſe things, muit acknowledge tha borh in 
LPerfons end Things there is a nccefſity of XNeformation among . 
us, on tae rmolt perils of the diſpleaiure - of Chriſt Jeſus; yer 
no ſaci; 4%fo; 7.41794 15 fo much as endeavoured in « due many 
ner, It18nv ©ncouragement unto Conſcientious Men, to unite, 
thengfelves abi..i;rely and in ail things, unto ſach a-Ciurch, as - 
doih nor, 25 1; If, oft as cannot Reform itlelt, in ſick a -des - 
£ EENCs. - 


(6) 
generate ſtate as that which many Churches in the world are at 
this day openly and viſibly tallen. into. And ro deal plainly 
with our Brethren, ( if they will allow us to call them ſo) rhat 
they may know what to expe, and, if ir be the Will of God, be 
dire&ed into the onely true way of Uniting all Proteſtants, in 
the onely Bands of Evangclical Union, Order and Communion, 
unleſs thoſe who are concerned, will endeavor, and until they 
are enabled in ſome meaſure to effet a Reformation in the Mi- 
niſtry and People, as unto their Relation ro the Church,as alſo in 
ſome things in the worſhip of God itſelf, it is vain ro expect 
that the Nonconformilſls ſhould unite with the Church, however 
eſtabliched. And may we not think that thoſe many Warnings 
and Calls of God, may have ſome reſpect unto theſe Abomina- 

tions that are found in the Nation, yea, ſuch as wirhout a due 
 Reform3iicn of them will iſſue in our Deſolation ? I do know 
that with the Ncnconformitſis alſo , there are 77s againſt the 
Lord their God; ard it will be a great addition unto their ſins, 
as alſo an aggravation ©f their guilt, if they comply nor with 
the warnings of God, as they arc licre expreſicd by this Reve- 
rend Author, ſo as to Retcrm whatever is amils in them, and re- 
turn wholly unto God, from all their wandrings. Pur as unto 
thoſe things which are uſually charged on them, they ar? ſuch 
as Intereſt, Hatred, and the defire of their Ruine ſuggcli unto 
the minds of thcir Adverſaries ; or are uſed by ſome :gainit 
their Sczence and Conſcience to further that end, witi:our the 
leaſt pretence to be raiſed from any thing in them, therr Opini- 
ons, Practices, or Converſation in the world. Doth Atheiſm 
abound among us? it is from the Differences in Religion made 
by Noncontormiits. Is there d.znger of Popery t? it is b:caule 
of the Nonconformiſis. Are the Judgments of God coming on 
the Nation ? it is for Nonconformity. So was it of old with 
the Chriſtians; $: Tybru aſcendit im menia, fi Nilus non aſcen+ 
ait in arva, /i Celum ſtetit, ſi Terra movit, fi Fames, /i Lues ; 
ſtatin Chriſtzanos ad Leonem. | 


4. The immediate IntroduQion unto the opening of his Text, 
1s 


(7) 
is an account of the Differences and Diviſions that were in tlic 
Primitive Churches, occaſioned by the Judaizing Chriſizans, 
who contended for the obſervation of the Ceremonies ot the 
Law; but ſome things may be added unto his account, which 
are neceſſary unto the right ſtating of thar Caſe , as it may 
have any reſpect unto our preſent Differences. And we may _ 
obferye, 


(1 ) That theſe with and concerning whom the Apoſile 
dealeth in his Epiſtle, were principally thoſe of the 7ew:/p 
Church and Nation, who had own'd the Goſpel, profeſſed Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, had received ( many of them ) ſpiritual Gifts, 
or taſted of og of the world to come,and did jcin in the 
worſhip of God, in the Aſſemblies of the Chriſtians. I only 
mention this, becauſe ſome places quoted uſually in this matter, 
do relate directly unto the unbelieving Jews, which went up 
and down to oppoſe the Preaching of Chriſt and the Goſpel in 
rage and fury, ſtirring up Perfocilin everywhere againſt them 
that were employed in ir. 


( 2 ) This ſort of Perſons were freely a/lowed by the Apoſtle 
to continue in the uſe of thoſe Rites and Ceremonies which they 
eſteemed themſclves obliged unto by vertue of Moſes Law,grant- 
ing them in all other things the priviledge of Believers,and ſuch 
as 'rherein they wouid not in any thing offend: ſo do James, 
and the Elders of the Church declare themſelves, As 21. 21, 
Cc. 


Yea, (3 ) Out of tenderneſs unto them, and to prevent all 
offence to be taken by them art rhe liberty of the Gent/:s they 
did order that the Belieyers of the Gentzles, ſhould forbear for 
a ſcaſon the uſe of their natural liberry in ſome ſew things, 
whereby the other were, in their common mectings, as in cating 
and drinking together, uſually ſcandalized; giving them alſo un- 
to the ſame end, dirc&ion concerning one thing evil in it ſelf, 
whoſe long uſage and practice among the Gentzl-s had. 
oblite- 


(8) 
eblitzyated a ſenſe of its guilt, wherewith they could not but be 
much offended. 


(4) With this determination or ſlate of things thus ſerled. 
by the Apoſiles, (no doubr-bur:that) a multitude of rhe Jew: 
Felicters did reſt content and ſatisfhed. Bur certain it is, that 
with many of them it was otherwiſe, They were no way plea - 
ſed thar they were leit naro the freedom of their own judgment 
and practice, in the uſe and obſervance of the legal Ceremonies, 
but they would zmpoſe- the obſervation of them on all the 
Churches of the Gertzles wherever they came. Nothing would 
ſerve tkeir turn, but that all other Churches mult obſerve their 
Ceremonies, or they wou!d not admit them unto communion 
with them. And in the purſuit of this deſign, they prevailed 
ſor a ſeaſon on whole Churches, to forego the liberty wherein 
.Chriſt had made them free, and to rake on them the yoke of 
bondage which they impoſed on them, as it was with the : 
Churches of the Gu/:1zans. 's | 


I have mentioned theſe things, only ro ſhew how remote we 
are from any acceſs unto thoſe Opinions and PraCtiſes which 
cauled the #54 Ditiſions inChriiliian Churches, and among all 
ſorts of Believers. We agree with our Brethren in the Faith of 
the Goſpel, as the Genzzles did with the believing Zeus; we 
have nothing to ;mpoſe in Religion, on the Conſciences or Pratti- 
ſecs of any other Ciurches or Perſons; we are not ofiendcd thar 
cthers, be they many or ſew, ſhould uſe rheir own choice, l1berry 
and judgment, in the Government, Diſcipline, Worthip and Cere- 
monies of p:ictended Order, nor dv envy them the advantages 
Which they Lave thereby ; we dctire nothing bur what the 
Churches of -the Gries detired or old, as the onely mcans ro 
prevent divifien in them, namcly, that they might 7c? Ge impoſed 
c11 tO obſerye thoſe things which they were noc fatisged thar it 
was the mind-of Chriſt they ſhould obfſcrve; tor he had taken 
all the Churches under his own pow:r, requiring that they 
ſhould be taught to do and obſerve 31! tazi he commanded them, 
| and 


and nothing-elſe that we know of, We dcefire no more of 
our Governors, Rulers, Brethren ( it they think fo) in the 
Miniſtry, but that we be not with oa1ward Force, and de- 
firufiive Penalties, compelled ro comply with and praQtiſc 
in the Worſhip of God, ſuch things, as for our Lives,and to 
ſave our ſelyes from the greateſt Ruine, we cannot conceive 
that it is the mind of Chriſt that we ſhould do and obſerve; 
that whil'ſt we are peaccablec and uſeful in our places, firm- 
ly united unto the Body. of the Proteſtants in this Nation, 
( which, as this Author tells us, is the Church of England) 
in confcſſion of the ſame Faith, and common Intereſt, for 
the maintenance and preſervation of that one Religion 
which we profeſs, we he nor deprived of that Liber- 
ty, Which God and Nature, Chriſt and the Goſpel, 
the Example of the Primitive Churches , and the preſent 
Proteſtant Intercſt of this Nation do teſtifie ro be. our 


duc. 


Theſe things being premiſed , becauſe I haye no deſign 
to except:againſt any thing in the Diſcourſe of the Revye- 
rend Author of this Sermon, wherein the Merit of the 
Cauſe-is not immediately concerned; nor to ſeek for ad- 
vantages from Expreſſions; nor to draw a Sawe of Con: 
zention about things nor neceſſary unto that defence of our 
Innocency which alone I have undertaken, ( as is the way 
of the moſt in the management of Controverſies) I ſhall 
paſs on unto the Charge itſelf, or the conſideration of the 
Arguments and Reaſons, whereon all Nonconformilſts are 


charged with'Schiſm, oc. 


Bur yet becauſe there are ſome things inſiſted on by the 
Author, in the progreſs of his Diſcourſe , according as he 
judged the method ro be moſt convenient for the managing 
of his Charge , which I judge not ſo conyenjent unto the 
preſent defence, I ſhall ſpeak briefly unto them, or _ of 
them, 


(0) 
them, before I proceed unto what is more expreſly Argu- 
mentative, AS, 


1. He chargeth the NonronformisF Miniſters, for con- 
ceal;ng their Opinions and Judgments from the People, 
about the Lawfulneſs of their Communion with the Church, 
and that tor Ends caftly to be diſcerfied, ( that is, their 
own advantage ; ) that is, they do indeed julge thar it is 
Lawful for the People ro hold Communion with the Church 
of Fngl:v4d, but will not let them know ſo much, Jelt they 
ſhould forſake their Miniſtry. 


Pag. 19, 20. TI do mot zntend to ſpeak of the terms up- 


on which Perſons are to be admitted among us to the exer- 


ciſe of the Funition of the Miniſtry, but of the terms of 


Lay-Communion, i. e. thoſe which are neceſſary for all Per- 
ſons to join in onr Prayers and Sacraments, and other Of- 
fices of Divine Worſhip. T will not ſay, there hath been 
a great deal of Art to confound theſe two, ( and it u eaſie 
to diſcern to what purpoſe it &; ) but I dare ſay the Peo- 
ples not underftanding the difference of theſe two Caſes, 
hiih been a great occaſion of the preſent Separation. For 
71 the judgement of ſome of the moi? impartial men of the 
Diſſenters at ths day, although they think the caſe of the 
AMrmfters very hard on the account of Subſcriptions and 
Dectavations required of them; yet they cunfeſs Tery little 
7s to be ſaid on the behalf of the People, from whom none 
of thoſe things ave required So that the People are con- 
demneid in their Separation, by their own Teachers ; but 
Sow they can Preach Irwfully to a People who commit a 
Jault im hearing them, I do not under and. 


And the ſame thing is yet managed with more ſe- 
verity, Pag. 37, 38. in words that I ſhall at large tran- 


icribe. 
| I Aave 


i 
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I dare ſay, if moFt of the Preachers at this diy in 
the Separate Meetings were ſfoberly asked their judements, 
Whether at were lawful for the People to join with us im 
the Fublick Aſſemblies, they would not deny it , and yet 
the People that frequent them generally jidge otherwiſe. 
For it u not to be ſuppoſed, that Fafticn amorg them fhould 
ſo commonly prevail bryond Interest; and therefore if ihey 
thought it were lawfu! for them to comply with the 
Laws, they would do it. But why then is ihis hept up 
as ſuch a mighty Secret in the breasts of their Teachers? 
IWhy do they not Preach to them in their Congregations ? Ts 
zt for fear they ſhould have none left to Preach to? that is 
10t to be imagined of mortified and conſcientions men. Ts 
zt lei? they ſhould ſcem to condemn themſetves, whil (t 
they Preach againsit Separation in a Separate Congre- 
gation? 


This, T ccnfeſs, Icoks oddly, and the tenderneſs of a man's 
mind in ſuch a caſe, may ont of meer ſhamefacedneſs keep 
him from declaring a Truth which flies in his face while 
he ſpeaks it. 


Is zt that they fear the Reproaches of the People ? 
Which ſome few of the moff Eminent Perſons among 
them have found they muit undergo, if they touch up- 
on this Subjeft, (for I know not bow it comes to paſs, 
that the moſt godly Pecple among them, can the leaſt 
endure to be told of their faults, ) But is ut not as plain- 
ly written by St, Paul, It T yet ſerve men, Iſhould nor be Gal .10. » 
the ſervant of Chriſt; as Wo be unto me if 1 Preach not 
the Goſpel? If they therefore would acquit themſetves like 
Leneſt and conſcient zons men, tet them tell the People pl 11n- 
ly that they look on our Churches as true Churches,and that, 
they may lawfully communicate with us in Prayers and Sa- 
C 2 Cra- 
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eraments; and I do not queſtion but in time , if they 
find it” lawful, they will judge it to be their Duty. 
For it s the Apoſtles command here,, WWhereto we have 


already atiained let us walk by the ſume Kule, let us mind 


the ſame things. 


A Crime this is which if true , is not caſily to be expia- 
ted : Nor can men give greater evidence of their own Hy- 
pocrilie , Inlincerity, and Government by corrupt Ends 
and Deſigns, than by ſuch abominable Arts and Contri- 
vances, So if it ſhould prove not to be true, it cannot bur. 
be looked on as animated. by. ſuch an evil Surmiſe as 
is of no ſmall provocation in the. ſight of God and 
men. 


This Reverend' Author makes a diftintion about Com- 
munion with the Church , Page 20. between what is re- 
quired of Miniſters, and that which is called Zay-Commu- 
770m, which is the foundation of this Charge. : 


1 do not confound bare ſuſpending Communion in ſome 
particular Rites, which Perſons do modeſtly ſcruple, and 
ſing: it in what they judge to be lawful; with either 
zoral, or at leaſt ordinary forbearance of Communion 11 
what they judge to be Iwful, and proceeding to the form 
ing of ſeparate Congregations , i. e. under other Teachers, 
and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Religion al- 


tows. Ard this is the preſent Caſe of Separation which I 


intend to conſider, and to make the ſeufulneſs and miſchief 
of it appear, 


Burt he knows that by the Communion, and uniting our 
ſelves unto the Church , which is preſſed either on /n7- 
ſters or People, a total ſubmiſſion unto the Rule as eſtabli- 
thed in the Book of Canons, and Rubrick of the Liturgy, is 
required. 
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(13) 
required-of them all, When this is once engaged in, there: 
is 'no ſuſpending of Communion in pariicular Rites to be 
allowed ;: They who £ive up themſeives hereunto, muit ob- 
ſervethe whole Rule to a tittle, Nor is it in the power of 
this Reverend Author, who is of great dignity in the Church, 
and as like as any Man I know to be inci:ned thereunto, ro 
give Indulgence unto them in their ab!iincnce fromthe leaſt 
Ceremony enjoined. Wherciorc the Queſtion about E2y- 

Communion, is concerning thar which is abſolate and 7otal, 

according unto all. that is enjoined by the Z4ws. of 7he 
£and, or by the Canons, Conititutions, and Orders of the 
Church, Hereby are they obljgcd ro bring their Children 
to be baptized with the uſe-of the Aerial Sign of the Croſs; 
to kneel at the: Communion; to theReligious obſervation of 
Holy-days ; to.the conſtant uſe of- the Zitureze in all rhe 
Publick Offices of. the Church, unto the excluſion of the 
exerciſe of thoſe Gifts which- Chriſt continucs to commu- 
nicate for tts Ediftcation; to- forego. all means of Pablick 
Edification, beſides that in their Par//h-Churches, where, to 
fpeak with modeſty, it is oft times ſcanty and wanting ; to 
renounce all other Aſlemblies wherein they have had great 
experience of ſpiritual advantage unto their ſouls; ro de- 
ſert the obſervation of many uſcful Goſpel-duties., in their 
mutual watch that Believers of the ſame Church. ought to 

have one over another; ro diveit themſelves of all. intereſt 

of a voluntary conſent in the Diſcipline of the Church,and 

choice'of their own Paſtors; and to ſubmit unto an Eccle- 


Saſtical Rule and Diſcipline, which not one in a thouſand 


of themcan apprehend to have any thing in it of the Au- 
thority of Chriſt or Rule of the Goſpel ; and other things 
of the like nature may be added, 

This being the true ſlate of Zay-Communion, which will 
admit of no Indulgence, if the Rule be obfſerved,l mult ſay, 
that Ido not belicye that there are 7x Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſters- 


(14) 
niſters in England that do believe this Communion to be 
lawful for the People to embrace. - And on the other hand, 
they ceaſe not to inſtruct them whercin thcir true Com- 
munion with the Church of England doth conſiſt, namely, 
in = and Love, and all the fruits of them,unto the gfory 
of God, 


1 heartily wiſh theſe things had been omitted, that rhey 
had nor becn ſpoken?; not ro cover any guilt in the Non- 
conformiſts, whoſe Conſciences are unto them a thouſand 
witneſſes againſt ſuch Imputarions : But whereas the ground 
of them is only Surmiſer and Suſpicions, and the Evil. 
charged of rhe higheſt nature thar any men can involve 
themſelves in the guilr of, it argues ſuch a frame of {pirir, 
ſach an habir of mind, as evidenceth men to be very. re- 
mote from that Chriſtian love and charity, which on all 
hands we ſometimes pretend unto. Of the ſame nature is 
another Charge of the like want of ſincerity pag.46. Thoſe, 
faith hc, <who ſpeak now moiF againi? the 'Magiſtrates 
Power in matters of Religion, had ten-ſubſtantial Reaſcns 

for it, «hen they thought the Magiſtrates on their own ſide. 
For which is quoted an Anſwer unto two Queſtzons, 1659. 
that is, they change their Opinions according to their In- 
tereſt, I know not direly whom he intends. Thoſe who 
are commonly called Independents, exprefied rheir appre- 
henſion of the Magiſtrates Power in and atourt Religion, in 
their Confeſſion wade 1659. That any of them have, on 
whart hath enſued, changed rheir Opinion therein, I know 
not. And for my part, I have on this occaſion peruſed the 
Anſwer unto the rwo Queſtions diredted unto, and do pro- 
feſs my ſelf at this day to. be of the ſ:zme judgment with 
the Author of* them, as it is cxpreſicd in that Paper. There 
are things nor cafily ro be numbred, wherein we acknow- 
ledge the Magiſtrates Power and Duty in matters of Re- 
ligion, as much as cycr was in the godly Kings of Fud.h - 

| old, 


1 . ve. | 
old, or was at firſt claimed by the firſt Chriſtian Emperors. 
Yerare there ſome, who, although they are fed and warm- 
ed, promared and .dignined by the cffects of the Magiltrares 
power in and about Religion, who will not allow that any 
thing is a'cribed unto him, unleſs wegrant that it is in his 
rightful Power, and his Duty, to coerce and puniſh with all 
forts of Muicts, ipoiting of Goods, Impriſonments, Baniſh- 
ments, and in ſomc caſes Death itſelf, ſuch Pcrſons as hold 
the Head, and all the jundamental Princip!cs of Chriſtian 
Religion entire, whoſe Worſhip is free from 1dolatry, whoſe 
Converſations are peaceable and uſeful, un'eſs in all things 
they comply with themſeives ; when pollibly ſome of them 
may be as uſeful in and unto the Church of God, as thoſe 
that would have them ſo dealt withal. And it may be com- 
mon prudence would adviſe a forbearance of too much ſe- 
verity in Charges on others for changing their Opinions, 
leſt a provocation unto a Recrimination on them that make 
them ſhould ariſe, of changing their Opinions alſo , not 
without an appearing aſpect to their own intereſts : But we 
have ſome among tie Nonconformilſts, who are fo accuſto- 
med nor only unto ſuzh undue Charges as that here infiſt- 
ed on, bar unto ſuch unjuſt Accafations, falſe Reports, ma- 
licious Untrurhs, concerning Them, their Words, Doctrine 
and Practiſes, which being invented by a few ill men, are 
trumpercd abroad with triumph by many, as that thy are 
come to a reſolution never to concern themſelves in them 
any more. : 


2. As unto the ſtate of the Queſtion. we are told, 
That he ſpeaks mot of the Separation or diſtin Com- 
muniou of whole Churches from each. other , which ac- 
cording to the Seripiure, Antiquity and Reaſon, have 
a just Richt and Power to Govern and Reform them- 


ſelves. By whole Churches, T mean the Churches of 
ſach- 
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fuch Natiens,, which upon the decay of the Roman 
Empire , reſumed their juf# Right of Government to 
themſelves, and upon their owning Chriſtianity, in- 
corporated into one Chriſtian Society, under the ſame 
common Tycs and Rules of Order and Government , 
Pag.;i6. | 


1 do ſuppoſe that particular Churches or Congregati- 
ons are hercby excmpted from all guilt of Schiſm , in not 
complying with Rules of Communion impoſed on them by 
other Churches; I am ſure according unto the Principles 
.of Nonconformiſts they are ſo. For they judge thar par- 
ticular or Congregational Churches tated with their Oth- 
cers accoraing to the Order of the. Goſpel, arc entire 
-Churches, thar have a juſt Right and Power to Govern and 
Reform themſelves, Until this be diſproved , until it be 
proved, either that they are-not Churches, becauſe rhey 
are Congregatzonal , or that although they are Churches, 
yet they- have no Power to Govern .and Reform them- 
ſelves, they are free from the guilt of Schiſm in their ſo 
doing. 


But the Reverend Author ſeems in the enſuing Diſcourſe 
to appropriate this 'Right and Power unto Notzonal 
Churches, whoſe Riſe he aſſigns unto the Diſſolution 
of the - Roman Empire, and the Alteration - of . the 
Church-Government, into that of diſtinct Kingdoms 
and Provinces. But this is a thing thar fell out ſo 
long after the Inſtitetion oi - Churches, and Propa- 
gation of Chriſtian Religion, that we are not ar all 
concerned in it; eſpecially conſidering, - that the oc- 
caſlion and means ot the Conſtitution of ſuch Churches, 
was wholly Forcign wuuro feligion, and the Concerns 


of zt. 
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The Right and Poxer of Governing and Reform'z; them- 
etves here ſpoken of, is that which is given by Chriit him- 
{elf unto his Churches, nor do I know elſe where they ſhould 
have it. Wherefore thole National! Provincial Churches 
which aroſe upon the Diflolution of the Rowan Emvire, muſt 
firit be proved to bz of his Inſtitution, before they can be 
allowed to have their Power given them by Jeſus Chrilt. 
In what Kings, Potentates and other Supream Magiſtrates 
might doe, to accommodate the outward Profeftion of Re- 
ligion unto their Rule, and the Intereſt thereof, we are not 
at all concerned ; nor will give interruption unto any of them, 
whileit they impoſe not rhe Religious obſervation of their 
Conſtitutions , unto that end, upon our Conſciences and 
Practice. . Oar ſole enquiry is, what our Lord Jeſus Chritt 
hath ordained; which it we are compliant withall, we ſhall 
tear neither 115 nor any ocher Charge of the like nature. 
But to give ſtrength hereunto, 1t is added ; Juſt 2s ſeve- 
ral Fam 5 united make one Kinodom, which at fin had a ai- 
ffintt and ind:pendent Porer, but it would make ſtrange confu- 
fr2n in the World, to reduce Kinodoms back again to Families, 
becauſe at firſt they were mai? up of them. pag. 17. Which 15 
again inſiſted on, pag. 31. But the caſe is not the ſame. For 
it indeed God had appointed no other Civil Government 1n 
the World but that of Families, I ihould not much oppoſe 
them who would endeavour -peaceably to reduce all Go- 
vernment thereunto. But whereas we are certain, that God 
by the Light of the Law of Nature, by the Ends and Uſe 
of the Creation of Man, and by expreſs Revelation in his. 
Word, hath by his own Authority appointed and approved. 
other ſorts of Civil Government, in Kingdoms andsCom- 
mon-weals, we. eſteem it not only a nas to endeavour 
a Reduction of all Government into Families, as unto the 
poſſibility of the thing ; but a direct oppoſition unto the 
' Authority, Command, and Inſtitution of God. So if theſe 
National Churches were of the immediate Inſtitution of Chriit 
| D him- 
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himfelf, we” ſhould: no* more- plead the” examptions of prsri- 
culaF Charches from any Power given them by! Chriſt-:as fixeh; 
than we” d6 to' exertipr private Families from the lawfil! Go» 
vernrfierit of: pabfick: Magiſtrates. And: wemuſt. alſs adde; 
that whatever be- CO —_ ; fall theiy 
Govertiotts: were as the! Apoſtles. y ve they no- pow-. 
er but what: is for Gr nag tg niot- Ao Sal 98 A 
If they do or ſhall: appottit- art amuſe on. men what. rends- 
uiito the DefttuRion of their Sotils; arit- ndf unto their Edi-- 
fication; as it is fallem our in- the Church! of Rowe ;- rice 
ofly particular. Churches; but every individual: Believer 15 
warranted to withiraw'from- their Coinminion ;' and here- 
on we groind the Eewfiilneſs:of our Separation from the 
Church of Roy, witholit any neet of a retreat unto! the 
late Deviee of the Power of Provincial- Churches to reformi- 
themſelves. Let: none miſtake themſelves: letein; Believers 
Xe riok made: for Chiirches; bue Clivrckes ave appointed 
for Believes: Their Edification; thei Guidwnce and Di- 
rsQM6n it: the Proteffion of the Baith and: Performimnce of 
Divitie Worſhip in Aſﬀemblies according: to the Mind of 
God; i& their uſe and: ef ; without which they are of 6 
ſeffiticatibn. The ed of Chrift in the: conffifution: of his 
Chuithes,. was nof- the roulding of his Difeiples into fuck 
Feelefirſtiedt ſhapes, as might be fubſcervietuats the Power,. 
Entefeſt; Advafitages and” Dignity of chem thee may in ary 
{bxfon- cone t&& be overthenry; Butts conflirete a way arid 
Oider of evving ſiels QuAvers unto them; as might be in all 
' things uſeful ant ſubſeryiant unto their Ediication-;. as 15 
ettrefly armed }- Epheſ. 4 ty £5, x3, 14. 2 

As it ſhot ſeerts aff Opiron: oppotite: anto this Notion 
of Nationat Chuzch&, 15 exemified- attd confirted; Pay. 17. 
204 tt is on grext Miſftadhe #0 nid the Nomonof 4 Chureh-bately 
Felt to Aff; of Porfbip 5 ad confignciatly that the ade. 
Watt Nofon of + CBxtth; #5. af Aﬀermbi$. for Divine Morſhip ; 
Seth teins Hey appropriate the Nets of Chimfebes. to prrtl-. 


enlar- 
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. (19). 
Tur Congregations. Whereas, if this hold true, the Church 
aolt be dijjatued as ſoop 48 the; Congregation IH orakep up ; 
tut if they retain the nature of a Church, when they do net 
meet together for Worſhip, then there .is ſame other bond 
that mnites them; and whatever that i, it conſtitutes the 
Church. Iam faxgrom pretending to have. read the Writ- 
ings.of all men upon.this. Subject ; nay Ican, ſay, .I have 
read very. few of them ; though I neyer avoided. the read- 
ipg otany. thung written againſt the way and. order which 
TI approve .of. Wheretgte there, may-be ſome, as far as 
1:know, who have, maintained this:Notion of a. Church, 


 'or that jt.is only ar Alemby for Divine :Worſbip ; but for 
1 


;my.part .I never .read, nor heard of .any who was of thjs 
Judgment. Afemblzes tor Divine Worlhip,we ;ACCOUnt 1n- 
diſpenſably, neceflary for the Edification of .the; Churches ; 


' but that this 1s that which gives them their. Conſtitutian 
and forzeth that which. 3s the | 
.of the Nonconformiſts.as I:;know. of,, do Judge. -For it 


toud of their Uniox, none 


will not only. hence . follow, 2s the Reverend Author ob- 
ſerves, that: the Chureh 4s diſſolved ,uhen the Congregation is 


\ brokez np, (on which account Churches at thjs,tume. would 


be diſſolved almoſt every Week whether.they- would. or 
'no.;.) -but that any ſort of Perſons who have _no.Church- 


Relation.unto one another, meeting occaſionally for Divine 
Paoky 1 do, conſtitute a Church, .which it may be with- 


in;an hour, they. ceaſe to be. It. is. ngt . therefore gn. this 
.accqunt that -we appropriate. the-Name ,of Churches unto 
particular . Congregations ; There is. quite . another ,way 
and means, another. Bond: of Union - whereby, particular 
; Churches are. conſtituted ; which hath ,been fciengly 
declared. But if: the meaning of the appropriating the Name 
of Churches anto particular Congregations be, that. thoſe $o- 
Cigties which have not,. or, which cannot have Aſſemblies 
for divine Worſhip are.not Churches properly.ſo called,. it 
5.2. thing of angther epnlgerazinn that , need ,not here. be 
-D 2 a4 i n- 
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inſiſted on. But when fuch Societies as whoſe boards and 
limits are not of Divine Inſtitution, as were thoſe of the 
National Church of the Jews ; no nor yet of the Prudence 
and wiſdom of men, as were the diſtribution of the anci- 
ent Church into Patriarchates and Droceſſes ; but a meer 
natural and neceſſary conſequent of that prevailing Sword, 
which on the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire erected 
diſtinet Kingdoms and Dominions, as men were able; 
'#itch Societies as are'not capable .of any.Religious Aſſem- 

-Þlies for Divine Worlſhip,and thethinifltation of Chriſtian 

- Diſcipline in them ;; ſuch as are forced to invent and main- 
taine an Union by ways and means, and Oticers and or- 
ders, which the. Scripture.knows. nothing of, are proved 
ro be Churches of Ehriſts Inſtitution, I ſhall embrace them 

as ſuch; T1 the mean time let them paſs at their own 
proper rate and value,-which the Stamp of Civil Autho- 

- rity hath put upon them. What is fur:her diſcourſed by 
the Author on this Subject, proceeding no further but 

why may it not be {0 and fo, we are not concerned in. | 

- 3. Pag. 23, 24. There is a Diſtribution of all Diſſen- 
ters into two Parties; (1.) Such as ſay, That although 
they are in. a ſtate of Separation from our Church, yet this fe 

' paration'is no (in. 2. Such as ſay, That a ſlate of Separa- 

* tion would-be ſia, but notwithſtanding their meeting in diffe- 

* rent places, yet they are not in a ſlate of Separation. The Dit- 

ference of theſe two Parties ſeems to me, to. be only in 

the different ways. of expreſſing themſelves, the one 
granting the uſe of the word Separation in this caſe, 

« which others will not admit. For their Pra&ce, ſo far 

as T can obſerve, is one and the ſame, - and therefore their 

Principles muſt be fo alſo, though they chooſe ſeveral ways 

of exprefiing them. Both forts intended, do plead, that 

m faxdry things they have. communion. with the Church 

'of Exzlind, and' in ſome things they have not, nor can 

_ © [have itſo.. Some knowing the word Separation to be of an 

=; £ och 


(24) | 
indifferent ſignification, and to be determined as unto its 
ſence by what it is applyed unto, do not contend but that 
if any will have it ſo, the ſtate wherein they are, ſhould 
be denominated from their 'diſſent- unto thoſe things 
wherein they;cannot hold communion. with the Church 
of England ;' and ſoare not offended if you call it a fate of 
Separation., howbeit this hinders not but that they con- 
tinue their Communion -with the Church of England, as 
was before mentioned: Others ſeem to take Separation 
inthe {ame ſence with Schiſme, which is alwayes evil. Or 
at leaſt they pretend'it is their Right to have the Dexomi- 
1.:ti5z7 off their ſtate taken from what they agree in with 
the Ch::;ch of Enpland, and'not from their diſſent in other 
things from it; "And-theref6re theyicontinue/iin'a Praftice 
ſuitable unto that diſſent, - Wherefore Tjudge that there is 
no. reed of this DiſtinEtion,” but both'parties intended are 
equally concerned in the Clare that 15 laid againſt them 
for their diſſent in ſome things trom the Chureh; * * 

Theſe things being premifed, 'that-we may not be-di- 
verted from the ſubſtance of' the 'cauſe in hand; as the 
would otherwiſe occurre unto'us in our progres; I ſhall 
proceed unto the conſideration of the' Charge i# ſelf laid 
againſt the Nonconformiſts, and the arguings whereby it: 
15 endeavoured to be confirmed; 

The Charge-is, That all the Nonconformiſts of one ſort or 
another, that is, Presbyterians and Independents, are guilty of 
fin, of a ſinful — from the Church-of Enzland ; and 
therefore as they live in a known ſin; ſo they are the Cauſe 
thereby of great evils; confuſions, diſturbances among our: 
ſelves, and of danger unto the whole: Proteſtant Religion ;. 


whence it is meet, that they ſhould; '&.. | 
The matter of Fa& being thus far mutually acknow-- 
Tedged, that there: is ſuch a ſtated Difference between the: 
Church of Ezzland and the Nonconformiſts, the next En-- 
- quiry naturally ſhould-be. on theletwo'Heads. - © -"- Fa 
ns I. VW.N0) 
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17. Who or what is the cauſe of this Difleredce or Pi- 
ſRance; without which we cangot judge right, on whons 
__theblameofitistobech + Forthat all men are nor 

preſently to be condemaed for the withdrawing from the 
Communion of any Church, becauſe they do lo, without 
z duc Examination of the cauſes for which-they do it, will 
be acknowledged by all Proteftants. In plain terms, our 
Enquiry is, whether theicauſe hereof be.on the ane hand, 
the Jmpoſition of terms of Communion without any Obli- 
gation-in Conſcience to make that ,Ioapolitio b much 
aspleaded or pretended from the oro ines im- 
poled ; or -the ref4/al.of complyance with thoſe Impoſiti- 
ons, under a iprofeſſion that ſuch a crepyegance would 
be -againit the .Light .of /Conſcience and.the . beſt un- 
derſtanding in them who {o refuſe, which they can at- 
tainofthe Mind. and Will of God 4n the Scripture. 

_ 2. Whereastthe parties at difference.:do agree in all ſub- 
ſtantial Parts-afRehgion, and ina commor Tatereſt as unto 
the..preſervation and idefence. of the Proteſtant Religzon, 
diving alikg peaceably.under;the ſame:Supream Authority 
and CivilGovernment ; whether. the evils and inconvent- 
iencies mentioned, -are neceſſary and inſeparable EffeQs of 
#uch a difference ;- or 'whether they do . not wholly owe 
themſelves ' unto paſſions, .corrypt affeQtions, .and car- 
.nalIntereſts. of. men, which ought. on-all hands tobe ;mor- 
\tifyedand ſubdued. -For-as, .it.may be, few nyſe men who 
know the nature-of. Conſcience, how delicate and -tender 
_ +It:is,, what careis zequired in all men. to keep it as a pre- 

-cjous Jewel, "whoſc preſervation from .detilements and at- 

fronts, God-hath-commirted. unto - us, under .the pain of 

his Eternal Diſpleaſure ;; haw..unable .honeft men are to 
-contfavente the Light of their, own minds, . in things of -the 
\ importance, for.any .outward advantages what- 
. ever.; -How great-care, diligence ;and. accuracy  ought-to . 
be uſed in All-chings s&lamag ,unto:the-Worſhip of God, 


about 
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about which he To Samay declares his Jealoeſie, and' 
Diſpleaſure againft-thoſe who in any thing corrupt or de- 
baſe it ; with ſundry other things of the like nature, will 
admire that theſe diffewences arc not-ended among us, by 
an ablolute acquieſcency of the one party in the Judg- 
ments, dittates and nmpoſitions of the other ; ſo upon the 
Suppoſition before mentioned, of an Agreement in all the - 
foundations of Religion, in all things From themſelves and 
Gods appointment'neceffary unto Satvation ;. of that Un:- 
oz» of Aﬀfetons, winch our joint Tnrereſt in the Unity of 
the Paith doth require, and of that Union of Inter: which 
both parties have inthe Prefervation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and that of Obedience and SubjeQion unto the 
fame Civil Government ; and on the Satisfa&tion which 
the diflenting parties have, in thatthe ather .do enjoy all 
thoſe great advantages which the prblick profeſſion of Re- 
tgion mthis Kingdom 1s accompamied withall, not in the 
leaſt pretending to or contending for 'any ſhare therein ;. 
Many wiſermen do and-cannot but admire, that the Tn- 
conveniencies and evils pretended Hould enfite on this 
Difference as it is ftated among us, and that the Diffenters. 
fhould 'bepurſned with ſomuchvehemency as they have 
been, evenuntotheirruin. Butwe muſt. proceed in the 
way and'Methed here,propofed-umro;us. 

1. Theffountation-whereon the Reverend Apthor ma- 
naveth'his charge of S:h//2: with all its conſequents-agamnft 
the Nonconformilts, +s-taken frontlie words.of ſis Text, 
and 'dechred, paz. 'ro,:r1,t2, r3, 14. :0f his Book. ,T 
ſhall not rranſcribe his-words, -prmcipally. becarfſe T would 
"Hot obligemyRlFto take notice-of any thing that.is "Fw #3 
every aphiothr in fuch Difcoutſes Us commoniy .admini- 
ſer occafionrofunnecdifaryRrife. The forezof the 4rgu- * 
ent ano thebeft of my Unilefftanting conſiſts jn the 
things that follow. (r.) That all Churches. agdthe:mem-- 
hers Of them, dy vertie of the ogfolical Precept contained 
un 


. 
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oree.in. 
_ the foundation, are differently minged or otherwite-than | 
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force and ſtrength, &rc. «Ms 
Let us. therefore hereon a little inquire whether this will : 
bear the wezghr of fo great a charge as that which is buil: 
upon 1t and efolved into it, with all the diſmal conſe- 
quents pretended to enſue thereon ; and we jhall not paſs 
by in ſo doing, any thing that is offered to give an eſpe- 
cial enforcement unto the charge it ſelf. But in our en- 
trance into the conſideration of theſe things, I muſt: needs 
lay, it is ſomewhat ſurpriſing unto me, to ſee a Charge 
wherein the Conſciences, Reputations, Liberty, cc. of 
10 many are concerned, founded on the Expoſition of a 
Text, which no ſober Expoſitor that I Fnow of, did ever 
had out, propoſe, or embrace. But if it be true and ac- 
cording unto the mind of the Holy Ghoſt, this ought to 
» be no diſparagement unto it, though it be applyed unto 
Tuch an end. This is that which we are to examine. 
I lay therefore, :; _- > ES | b= 
(1.) We no way doubt but that the Apoſtles did give 
v1 = Rutes 


025) 
Reles of Faith, Obedience and Worſbip, nct only unto private 
Chriſtians, but tro whole Churches alto, which we find 
recorded in the Scripture. Unto all theſe Rules we do de-. 


clare our efſext and conſent, with an entire conformiby ; 
and do hope that with indifferent unbiaſſed Perſons this is 
enough to free us from the charge of Schiſme. (2.) For 
the Rule here intended, ſome take it to be the Rule of 
Faith in general or Divine Revelation ; Some to be the 
Rale of Charity and Brotherly condeſcention ; Some to be 
the particular Rule here laid down of walking together in 
the different Meaſures of Faith, Light and Knowledge, 
which we do attain unto. The Apoſtle in the foregoing 
Verſes having given an account of the glorious Excellen- 
cies of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and of his own endea- 
vour after the full attainment of them, yet affirms that he 
had not attained unto that Perfection in the comprehenſion 
of them, which he defigned and aimed at. Herein in the 
inſtance of himſelf he declares the condition of the beſt Be- 
lievers in this Life, which is not. a full meaſure and pu: 
fedion 1n the comprehenſion of the Truths of the Goſpel, 
or enjoyment of the things themſelves contained in them. 
But withall he declares their Duty in preſſing continually 
by all means after that meaſure of. Attainment which 1s pro- 
poſed unto their acquiſition. Hereupon he ſuppoſes what 
will certainly enſue on the common purſuit of this deſign, 
which is, that men will come unto different Attainments, 
have different meaſures of light and knowledge, yea and 
different conceptiqns or opinions about theſe things ; ſome 
will be CE minded than other ſome will be, in ſome 
things only. . Hereupon he gives DireQtion ' how they 
ſhould walk, and behave themſelves in this ſtate and con- 
dition. And unto thoſe who have attained that meaſure, 
whence in compariſon of others they may be ſtyled perfed?, 
that they preſs on unanimouſly towards the end propoſed. 
And as for thoſe who in any things differed from others, 
he encourageth them to wait = the teachings of G98 Ju 
| that 
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that uſe- of the means of wn anon which che -rijo oy 
And having preſcribed to cac ppoſed Party | 
cial Duties as fach, he lays: _ De hat Joven botk 
in tommon ;' which'is, char] in and with relpe& unto whar 
cy had attained, they ſhould walk by the [ame * Rate, name: 
| which he had now laid down, and mind: the {ſame 

- (Rk as.he had before enjoyned them. Wherefore theſe 
words of the Apoſtle are ſo far from being a foundation to 
chatge them with Schiſme who agreeing inthe ſubſtance of 
the DoQtrine of the Goſpel, do yet diſſent from others, ( 
bably the greater part of the Church are intended) in ſome 
things ; that it enjoyns.a © mutual forbearance among thoſe 
whoare1o Uſerearly minded. (4.)But'oor Author affirms 
that'it cannor be a Rule of Charity and*murual- forbear- 
ance that is' intended, becauſe the Apoſtle had' fpoken 'of 
that juſt before. But it is apparent that; he ſpeaks theſe 
words, with'reference-unto what he had ſaid juſt before ; 
ard if this be that which thoſe who are otherwiſe minded 
are not obliged unto,: then are they nor obliged at all. to 
walk by the Rule intended, which is not the mind” of the 
Apoſtle ; fo himſelf declares out of Cajetan, that the Ap3ſte 
[mbjoins the oft words to the former, teaft the Perſons he there 
ſpeaks unto ſhould think DO excuſed from going as far as 
they can in the ſame Rule. Pag. 37. 

Bur 4 Rule, he ſays, it is limitins FA) determining the Pra- 
ice,requiring Uniformity tn obſervinn the ſame ſtanding Rule. 
'The-Nonconformiſts hereon do fay, that if the Apoſtles, 

*6rany one Apoſtle did appoint' ſuch a —_ as'this intend- 


*6t; let ivþe produced with any; þrobabili 7\of proof to be 
atrs, wry Hey arcfall- ready to ſubſcribe and conform 
= oft: gr pocon-hars any Rule of this natute was 

ppSitited _—— an rode Chorher 
To thi * Abttor Nie! 'dottt ifittmate” that "it 


wa7<hb | #hF. OY not affix a determinate ſenſe unto his 
- Words it hy phce)' alt that cat be Tequired'of-ns; "is thar 
we do conform, and walk according unto that Rule, {q- 


ap- 


> { 

appointed and declared by theni.. This we are _alwayes 
ready to goe.. Sundry. general. Rules we find in the Serip, 
ture given unto us,relating unto the conſtitution Ke Els 
ation of Qhurces, to their Order and Worſhip, and Go- 
ments fly dry Parecalar Rules tor Miniſters and others, 
y. ſhould behave themſelves .in Church Societies 
Allemblies, are allo laid down therein ; all, which 

e embrage. and {ſubmit unto: the Authority of. Chriſt in 
71...; And if any other Government or particular Rule 
-Pxgfuced, given by them, .which-1s not reported 


4 


of any pip in 
gumMent.1,nan 
1th 
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were any epics appointed; impoſing the obſervation of 
them qn x 


thould g Fant; ; (which yet Ido not) that the conſequent is 
ood; that becauſe the. Apoſtles made Rules for the pra. 
Dice of the Church that Believers were bound. in. conſci- 


this be doge from any.Rule given by the Apoſtles ; it muſt 
a Rule F 


0 


the fune 
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may be made direAMly contrary unto and deſtruQtive of all 
the Rules arc ever really gave, as it is aQually fallen out 
in the _ of _ - | a. ks fac 
" - "=, ORE at the Apoſtles made or gave xy 
Rutes to the Churches preſent in their days ; or for the uſe 
of the Churches in future Ages, as ſhould int and 


determine ontward modes of Worſhip, with Ceremonies 
in their Obfervation ; ſtated Feafts and Fafts, beyond 
what is of Divine Inſtitution, Liturgies or forms of Prayer, 


or Diſcipline to be exerciſed in Law Courts, fubſervient 
unto a National Eccl:fiaftical Government. What uſe then 
they are or may be of, what benefit or advantage may 
come to the Church by them, what is the Authority of 
the Superior Magiſtrate about them, we do not now en- 
quire or determine. Only we fay that z» Refe unto theſe 
ends was ever preſcibed by the Apoſtles. For, 1 
(1:) There is not the leaft intimation of any ſech Rafe 
to be given by them in-the Scripture. There are in it as 
was betore obſerved many expreſs Rules both general and 
particular, about Churches, their. Faith, Worſhip, and 
mens walking in them, thoroughly ſufficient to direQt the 
Duty and PraQtice of all Believers in all cafes and occuren- 
ces relating to them. But of any ſuch Rule as that here 
poynncec, there is no mention ; which certainly if it had 
n given, and of the ns which now it 1s pleaded 
to be of, fuch as that without it, neither Peace, nor Unity, 
nor Order can be preferved in Churches, ſome intimation 
at leaſt would have been made of it therein. Eſpecially 
we may judge it would have been fo, ſeeing ſundry thin 
( every thing fo faras we can underſtand ) wherein the 
Edification of the Church is any way concerned, are re- 
corded in it, though of little or no uſe in compariſon of 
What ſo great and general a Rule would be of Beſides there 
is that DoQtrine delivered, and thoſe Dire&ions given by 
them in the Scripture, concerning the Liberty of Believers 
«nd forbearance of Diffenters, as.ts inconſiſtent with fuch 
4 Rite and the Impoſition of ir. (2.) The 


(29) 
- (2.) The firſt Churches after their times k»ew nothing of 
any ſnch Rule given by them, and therefore after they ; 
to depart from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel in any 
things, as unto Worſhip, Order and Rule or Diſcipline, 
they fell intoa great variety of outward Obſervances, Or- 
ders, and Ceremonies, every Church almoſt differing in 
ſome thing  or-other from others, in ſome ſuch obſervati- 
ons; yetall keeping the Unity of the Faith in the bond of 
| Peace. "This they would nat have done if the Apoſtles had 
preſcribed any oze certain Rute of ſuch things that all muſt 
conform unto, eſpecially conſidering how ſcrupulouſly 
they did adhere unto every thing that was reported to be 
done or ſpoken by any oft the Apoſtles, were the report 
true or falſe, N 
(3.) In particular when a Difference fell out amongſt 
them, in a buſineſs of this nature, namely, in a. thing of 
outward order, no where appointed by -@& Authority of 
Chriſt, namely, about the Obſervation of Eaſter, the Par- 
ties at variance appealed on the one ſide to the PraQtice of 
Peter, on the other to the PraCtice of John; both vainly 
enough ; yet was it never pretended by any of them ore 
either ſide, that the Apoltles. had conſtituted any Rule 
in the cafe; and therefore is it not probable that they 
elteemed them to have done ſo in things of an alike nature, 
ſeeing they laid more weight on this, than on any other 
inſtance of the like kind. (4.) It is exprelly denyed by 
good and Sufficient Teſtimony among them, that the - 
poſtles made any Law or Rule about outward Rites, Ce- 
remonies, Times, and the like. See Socrar. ib.5. cap. 23. ' 
However-then the Apoſtles might by their Epittles and 
Preſence with the Churches. reform abufes that were creep- 
ing or crept in among them, and fet things in order amo 
ley with renewed Directions for their 'walking ; an 
that all Chriſtians were obliged unto. the Obſervation of 
thoſe Rules, as all thoſe ftill are unto whom they are ap- 
plicabls in their circumſtances ; yet all this proves no. 
| . NF 4 


thing df their appointing ſuch a:genetral Rule as is pye- 
tended, and rg apr, Genngen3 be. pleada ble in cha 
caſe; and yet not this neither, [untill either 3t -were pro- 
duced;.in. a Scheme! of: Canokes,. Or it: were proved becatiſe 
they had\power. to :make ſuch -a-Rule, ſo others: may co 
the like, adding unto what they preſcribed, leaving place 
unto others to addetv their Rule by the ſame Right, and 
inchdialh. co on ” p | 
The Truth 1s, if God. would be pleaſed to help us on all 
hands, to lay alide .Prejudices,,Paſhons,. Secular Intereſts, 
Fears,: and: every other diſtempered Aﬀe@ion;: which ob- 
ſtru&tour minds in paſſing a Right Judgment oh things of 
the nature treared on ; we-tind'in the Text and Context ſpo- 
ken unto, a ſacred Truth divinely dire&ive of ſuch a Pra- 
Rice as would give. Peace dnd Reſt unto us all. - For-it is 
ſuppoſed thati menan a ſincere: endeavour after acquain- 
tance-with the 'Fruths and Myſteries of the Goſpel, with 
an <hjoyment of the Good things tepreſented and exhibited 
ivthem, may fall m {ome things, [ito different apprebenſi- 
0#5about whar belongs unz0 Faith and Practice in Religion, 
Bit whileſt they are ſuch as do not deſtroy nor overthrow 
the Foundation, nor hinder men from prefing towards the 
Mark for the Prize of the High calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that which the Apoſtle diretts unto then, who ate ſuppo- 
fed to be ignorant of, (or to maſtake-inthe things wherein 
they .do -differ from otliers ; is obly that they, wait. for di- 
vine Inſtruion inthe. uſe of the Means appointed for that 
end, praGtiſing-in - the mean time according _to what they 
have- received. Andas-udto:both'Parties:thei Adyice: he 
gives-them' is, thavinSerewas they 'bave attained, whenein 
they do agree, which. were all thoſe Principles of Faith and 
Obedience which 'were neceſlary. unto their Acceptance 
with God, they: ſhould wait by rhe ſame Rate, and mind the 
Jame things ; that is, forbearing one another inthe! things 
wherein they differ. wluch 1s: the fubftance of what is 
pleaded for by the Nanconformiſts, : - - ha 
I1 
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And that this is:the meaning and Intention of the Apo« 
ſtle in this place, is evident from the Preſcription of the 
fame Rules 1n.an alike caſe, Rom. 14. This the Reverend 
Authorſaw, namely, that the Rule there laid down, is fuch 
as expreſly requires mutual Forbearance in ſuch caſes, wherg 
men -are unſatisfied in Conſcience about any Praftice in 
Religion ; which ſeems in the ſame caſe to be quite azother 
Rule, than that which he ſuppoſeth to. be intended in this. 
place to the Philipiarzs.. But hereunto he anſwers, That rhe 

ofthe did att like a prudent Governour, and in [uch 4 manner, 
as be thought did moſt tend to the propag ation of the Goſpel, and 
the Good of particular Churches. In ſome Churches that conſiſted 
maſt of  Fems, 4s the Church of Rome at this time did, and 


where they did not impoſe the neceſſity of keeping. of the Law on 
the Gentile Chriſtians (as we do not find-they did.at Rome ) the 
Apoſtle was willing to have the Law buryed as decently, and with 
a little noiſe as might be; and therefore in this cafe he perſwades 
both parties to forbear ance and Charity, in avoiding the judging 
and cenſuring one another, _ they had an equizt .regard unto 
the honour of God in what they 4i4. But iti thoſe Churches where 
the falſe Apoſtles made uſe of this pretence, of the Eevitical Law 
being ſtill in force, to divide the Churches and to ſeparate the 
Communion of Chriſtians ; theſe the Apoſtle bids them beware of 
them and their Prattices,i as being of a dangerows and pernicious 
conſequente. Pag. 14,15. (t.) No man ever doubted of 
the Prudence of the: Apoſtle as: a Governour, though in this 
place he acts only as a Teacher divinely inſpired, inftru&- 
ing the Churches inthe mind of God, 'as' nnte the Diffe- 
rences that were among them.” (2.) The Difference then 
among the * Romaxs was about the Qblervationof-the Mo+ 
ſaical Ceremonies and Worſhip, that is, ſo faras they might 
be obſerved, in the Countreys of the. 'Genriles out of the 
Limits of the Church,'the Land of Canary It could not be 
therefore concerning 1iich things as whoſe Diſcharge and . 
PraQice was confined untoithe Temple vr that Land,which 
yet the Jews of Hieruſalem adhered unto, As 20. 21, 22, 
| 23, 24. 


thoſe who were not 
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27, 24. Their controverſie therefore was principally about 

Meats and Driznks, —_— Feaſting or Faſting, and the like ; 

all founded in a ſuppoſed neceſſity of Circumcilion.' (3.) It 
| bs well obſerved by our Author that the Jadaeizixg Chriſtians 
( which in all probability at this time were the greateſt 

number at Rome, the Genrile Church not making an 0 

encreaſe before the coming of the —_— thither ) did not 

impoſe 'the neceſſity of keeping the Law on the Gemrile 
Chriſtians, at leaſt not in that manner, as was done by the 

falſe teachers, who troubled the Churches of the Galathians 
and others, ſo as to rejet them who complyed not- with 
them out of Church communion, and from all hopes of 
Salvation. But yet both Parties continued in their different 
PraQtices, which through want of InſtruQtion 'what was 
their Duty in ſuch caſes, produced 'many inconveniences 
among them ; as; or deſþiſing one another, contrary 

to the Rule of tan Love and Charity. In this ſtate 
the Apoſtle preſcribes unto them the Rule of their Duty ; 

which is plamly, to bear with one another, to love one 
another, and according to the nature of Charity to believe 
all things, to believe that cach Party was accepted with 
God, whileft they ſerved him according unto the Light 
which they had received. And as it is to be thought that 
upoithe giving of this Rule and DireCtion, they utterly- 
laid afide all the animoſities in Judging and deſpiſing one a- 

nother, which they had been guilty of ; ſo it 1s certain that 

_— in their different PraCtice a long time after 

without any rebuke or reproof. Yea ſome Learned men 

do Judge, and that'not on Grounds to be deſpiſed, that the 

parties -who differed were gathered into diſtin Churches, 

and ſo continued to walk, even to the dayes of Adrian 
the Emperour, when the laſt and final deſtruftion of the 

whole Nation of the oy did befall them ; after which, 

rdened to the utmoſt, gave off all 


_— rion' of any reſpeCt tobe had with God, of their 
old Iaftitutions. , FER! : 


I do 
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I do not know how the preſent Cafe between the 
Church of E2gland and the Non-conformiſts, could have 
poſſibly been more plainly and diſtin&tly ſtated and exem- 
plified in any thing that the Churches were capable of or li- 
able unto in thoſe days, then it is in this Caſe here ſtated 
and determined by the Apoſtle ; in whoſe Dire&tion, Rule, 
and Determination we do fully acquieſce. But( 5) It 
is true alſo ( which this Reverend Author obſerves ) 
that when the Falſe Apoſtles ( or any other Judaizing 
Teachers, pretending to Authority ) did impoſe the 
Obſervation of the Rites and Ceremonies of the Lew:tz- 
cal Law on any Churches unto their Diſturbance and 
Diviſion ; the Apoſtle looks hereon, as that which ſo 
far altered the Caſe, that he gives other Rules and Di- 
reftions about it. And if ſuch Impoſitions "might be 
yet forborn .in the like Caſe , eſpecially as accompanied 
with the ſevere Supplement and Addition of all forts of 
outward Penalties to be inflicted on them who cannot 
comply with them , an open Door would appear into 
all ; £4 Agreement, Peace and Quietneſs among us, 
which are deſired. | 

I have treated thus far of theſe things, not to ma- 
nage a Controyerſie with this Author or any other , but 
only to ſhew that there is no ground to be taken from 
this Text or its Context , to give countenance unto the 
ſevere Cenſure of S:hiſxze and all the evil Conſequents 
of it , as maintained by ill Arts and Practices, upon the 
Non-conformiſlts. 

The Procedure of our Author in the management of 
his Charge , is in a way of proving from the Aſſertions 
and Conceſlions of the ſeveral Parties whereinto he 
hath diſtinguiſhed Non-conformiſts , that they have ho 
juſt Cauſe to with-hold full Communion from the Church 
. .of England, eſpecially in its Parochias Afembhes. And 
as unto. the firſt Party whom he affirms to grant = 

bo they 


they are in a State of Separation, he quotes ſome Say- 
ings out of a Diſcourſe of a Nameleſs Authour, Cor- 
cerning Evangelical Love , Church Peace and Unity. 
And together with ſome Conceſſions of his, he adds 
his Judgment , that Communion in Ordinarices muſt be 
only in ſuch Churches as Chriſt himſelf inſtituted by un- 
 alterable Rules, which were only particular and Con- 
grepational Churches. As remember that Author hath 
at large declared in his Diſcourſe, what Communion 
Believers ought to have with the Church , or all 
Churches, the Church in every ſenſe wherein that Name 
is uſed in the Scripture. But I ſhall not trouble my ſelf 
to inquire into his Aſertions or Conceſſions ; nor at pre- 
ſent-can I do ſo, not having that Book with me where [ 
now am. My buſineſs is only to examine on this occaſion 
what this Reverend Author excepteth againſt or oppo- 
ſeth unto his Aſertion about Congregational Churches 
and the anſwering his Charge of S$c4:ſme, notwithſtand- 
ing this Plea of the Inſtitution of particular Churches 
for the Celebration of Divine Ordinances. This he doth 
pag. 25. Granting thy io be true , how doth it hence 
appear not to be a ſin to ſcparate from our Parochial 
Churches ; which according to their own Conceſſions 
have all the Eſſentials of true Churches. And what 
ground can they bave to ſeparate and divide thoſe 
Churches , which for all that we can ſee , are of the ſame 
nature with the Churches planted by the Apoſiles at Co- 
rinth, Philippi, or Theſlalonica ? 

Anſ. We will allow at preſent that the Parochial 
Ehurthbes, at leaſt ſome of them in this Nation , are true 
Churches; that is,that they are not guilty of any ſuch hai- 
nous: Errors in Doctrine or Idolatrous Practice in Wor- 
ſhip, as ſhould utterly deprive them of the Being and Na- 
. ture.of Churches. Yet we ſuppoſe it wif] not be made a - 
Rule, That Communion may be with-held —_ 

rawn 
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drawn from any Church in any thing, fo long as 
it continues as unto the Eſſence of It to be ſo. 
This- Author knows that Teſtimonies may be pro- 
duced out of very Learned Proteſtant Writers to the 
contrary. (2.) We do not ſay, it is not pleaded, 
that becauſe Communzon in Ordinances muſt be only in 
ſuch Churches as Chriſt Himſelf hath Inſtituted , 
Gr. that therefore it is Lawful and Necellary to 
Seperate from Parochia/ Churches ; but it may be 
pleaded thence , That if it be on other Grounds neceſ- 
ſary to ſo ſeperate or witi-hold Commnnion trom them ; 
it is the Duty of them who do ſo, to joyn 
themſelves in or unto ſome other particular Congre- 
gations. 

The Reaſons why tie Non-conformiſts cannot joyn 
in thar Communion with thoſe Parochial Churches which 
were before deſcribed, are quite of another Nature , 
which are not here to be pleaded; however ſome of 
them may be mentioned , to deliver us from this 
Miſtake , that the Ground of Seperation from them 
is the Inſtitution of particular Congregational Churches. 
And they are ſuch as theſe. 

1, There are many things in all Parochial Churches 
that openly ſtand in need of Reformation. What 
theſe are both with reſpect unto Perſons and things , 
hath been before intimated, and ſhall be further de- 
clared if occaſion require. But theſe Parcchial Charches 
neither do, nor indeed can , nor have Power in them- 
ſelves to reform the things that ought by the Rale of the 
Scripture to be reformed. For - none among us will 
plead , that they are intruſted with power for their own 
Government and Reformation. | 

In this caſe we judg it lawful for any Man peace 
ably to with-draw Communion from ſuch Churches , 


to provide for his own Editication in others, | 
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- 2:That there are many things in the conſtant total Conz- 
»m11nion of Parochial Churches impoſed on the Conſci- 
ences and Practices of Men, which are not according 
to the Mind of Chriſt. The things of this nature I 
ſhall not here mention 1n Particular. 

2. There is no Evangelical Church Diſcipline admini- 
ſtred in ſuch Parochial Churches , which yet ts a neceſſary 
means unto the Edification of the Churches appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf, and ſacredly attended unto by the Primi- 
tive Churches. And we dare not renounce our [ntereſt 
in p bleſſed an Ordinance of Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpel. 
£ The Rule and Government which ſuch Parochial 
Churches are abſolutely under in the room of that Rule 
and Diſcipline which ought to be in and among them- 
ſelves,.namely,that by the Courts of Biſhops,Chancellors, 
Commiſlaries, 5c. is unknown to the Scriptures , 
and in. its Adminiſtration is very remote from giving 
a- True Repreſentation of the Authority, . Wiſdom , 
Love, and. Care of Chriſt to his Church ; which is 
the Sole end of all Church Rules and Diſcipline. 
The Yoke hereof many account themſelves not obliged 
to ſubmit unto. 

5, There is in ſuch Churches a total Deprivation of 
the Liberty of the People ſecured: unto them by the 
Rules and PraQtices of ſeveral Ages from the Begin- 
ning of chooſing their own Paſtors ; whereby. they are 
alſo . deprived of all uſe of their Light and Knows- 


ledge of- the Goſpel, in providing for: their own- 


Edification. 

6.'It cannot. be denied, but that there is want of 
due meanes of Edification in many, of thoſe Parochial 
Churches, and yet proviſion is made by the Govern- 
ment- that. thoſe Churches are under , that none ſhall 


by any way provide themſelves of better means , for that 


oreat end of all Church Society. It 
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It Is ont theſe ahd the like Reaſons that the Non-con- 
formiſts cannot joyn 1n toral Communion ſuch as the 
Rule pleaded for requireth, with Paroctzal Churches. 
In this ſtate, as was ſaid, the Lord Chriſt having Inſtituted 
particular Congregations requifing all Believers to walk 
in them ; it is the Duty of thoſe who are neceſliated 
to decline the Communion of Parochial Churches, as 
they are ſtated at preſent, to joyn themſelves in and 
unto ſuch Congregations, as wherein their Edification 
and Liberty may be better provided for according un- 
to Rule. | 

But hereon the Reverend Author proceeds to oppoſe 
ſuch particular Congregations or Churches, I think, as 
unto their original and neceſſity ; for ſo he ſpeaks, page 
25 , to page 26. But IT miſt needs ſay further , TI have 
never yet ſeen any tolerable proof, that. the Churches 
Planted by the Apoſiles were Limited to Congregations. 
How beit this ſeems to be ſo clear and evident in matter 
of Fact, and ſo neceſſary from the nature of the 
thing it ſelf , that many wife Men , wholly uncon- 
cerned in our Controverſies, do take it for a thing to 
be granted by all withoat diſpute. So ſpeaks Onef 
Juſtice Hobart , page 149. In the Caſe of Colt and Glo» 
ver cont. Biſhop Coventry and Litchfield, And we 
know well that the Primitive Church in its greateſt 
Purity, was but Voluntary Congregations of Believers , 
ſubmitting themſelves to the Apoſtles and after to other 
Paſtors , to whom they did Miniſter of their Tempos« 
vals as God did move them. ol the ſame Judgment 
are thoſe who eſteemed the firſt Government of the 
Church to be Democratical ; ſo ſpeaks Paulus Shar- 

ius , In the beginning the Goverument of the Holy 
Church had altogether a Democratical Form , all the 


" faithful intervening in the chiefeſl Deliberations ; thus 


we ſee that all ard intervene at the Eleftion of = 
ias 
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thias unto the Apoſileſvip,, and in the El:#;jon of the 
ſix Deacons, and when St. Peter received Cornelius 
an Heathen Centurion unto the Faith , he gave an ac- 
count of it to all the Church : Likewiſe mm the Council 
celebrated in Jeruſalem, the Apeſttes , the Prieſts , 
and” the other Faithful Brethren, did imtervene, and 
the Letters were written in the name of all theſe 
three Orders. In ſneceſs of time, when the Church in- 
creaſed in number , tbe faithful retiring themſctves to 
the Affairs of their Families, and having left thoſe 
of the Congregation , the Government retained only 
zn the Miniſters, and became Ariſtocratical , ſuving 
the Ele#tion which was Popular. And others alſo of 
the ſame Judgment may be added. 

But let us hear the Reaſoning of this Learned Au- 
thor againſt this Apprehenſion ; this he enters upon, 
page 26, It 3s poſſible, at firſt , there might be no 
more Chriſtians in one City than could meet in one A(- 
embly for worſhip ; but where doth it appear , that 

hen they multzphed into more Congreg itions, they did 


make new and arſtint# Churches, under new Officers, 


with a ſeperate Power of Government? Of this, Tam 
well aſſured 1here # no marks nor footſteps in the New 
Teſtament , or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
Church. IT do not think it will appear credible to any con- 
ſiderate man, that the 5000 Chriitians in the Church of 
Jeruſalem made one ffated and fixed Congregation for 
Divine Worſhip ; not if we make all the allowances for 
Strangers which can be deſired - but if this were grant- 
ed , where are the unallerable Rules that aſſoon as the 
Company became too great for one particular Aſſembly, 
they muſt become a new Church under pecul:ar Offi- 
cers and an Independent Authority? It is wery flrange 
that thoſe who contend ſo much for the Scriptures be- 
ing a perfees Rule of all things pertaining to Worſhip 


and 
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and Diſcipline , ſhould be able to produce nothing in ſo 


neceſſary a point. 


.-- I Anſwer (1) It is poſlible that an impartial account 
may ere long be given, of the ſtate and ways of 
the frft Churches after the Deceafe of the Apoſtles ; 
wherein it will be made appear how they did inſenſibly 
deviate in many things from the Rule of their firit 
Inſtitution ; ſo as that though their miſtakes were 
of ſmall moment, and not prejudicial unto their 
Faith and Order,yet occaſion was adminiſtred to ſucceed- 
ing Ages to increaſe thoſe Deviations until they ilfſu- 
ed in a fatal Apoſtaſy. An eminent inſtance hereof 
is given us in the Diſcourſe of Paulus Sharpins a- 
bout matters Benificiiry , lately made publick in 
our own Language. (2) The matter of Fat? herein 
ſeems to me evidently to be exemplified in the Scri- 
pture. For although it may be there is not expreſs 
mention made that theſe or thoſe particular Churches 
did divide themſelves into more Congregations with new 
Officers ; yet are there Inſtances of the Erection of new 
particular Congregations in the ſame Province , as 
diſtin&t Churches with a ſeperate Power of Government. 
So the firſt Church in the Province of Fudea was in Fe- 
ruſalem : But when that Church was compleat , as to- 
the number of them who might Communicate therein 
unto their Edification , the Apoſtle did not add the 
Believers of the adjacent Towns and places unto. that 
- Church , but. Ereted other particular Congregations 
al! rhe Country over : ſo there were different Churches 
in Judea, Galile, and Samara ; that is many in each 
ofthem ; A.9.31. So the Apoſtle mentions the Churches 
of God that were in. Fudea; 1 Theſ 2. 14. And no: 
- wizre ſpeaks of them as of oye Church , for Worſhip , 


Order, and Government, So he ſpeaks again, that is 
CON- 
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- conſtantly, Gal. ri. 22. Iwas unknown by face unto 
the Churches of Fudea. And that theſe Churches were 
neither Natzonal nor Dioceſſuns , but particular 
Congregations , is as I ſuppoſe ſufficiently evident. 
So was 1t in the. Province of Ga/2tz3 ; there 15 no men- 
tion of any Church therein , that ſhould be compre- 
henſive of all the Believers in that Province. But 
many particular Churches there were, as it is teſtified 
chap. 1. ver. 2. So was it alſo in Macedonia , the 
firſt - Church planted in that Province was at Pb /:- 
4 ,as it isdeclared, AZ. 16. And it was quickly brought 
into compleat Order, foas that when the Apottle wrote 
unto it , there were in it the $:zzyts whereof it was con- 
ſtituted , with Biſhops and Deacons ; P41. r. xr. But 
that Church being fo compleat', the Apoſtle appointed 
other particular Congregationat Churches, in the ſame 
Province , who had Officers of their own, with a Power 
of Government ; theſe he mentions and calls the Churches 
. of Macedonia; 2 Cor. 8. 1. 23. Wherefore we need no 
more Dire&ions in this matter, then what are given 
us by the Apoſtles Authority in the Name and Authority 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor are concerned in the Practice of 
thoſe who afterwards took another courſe , of adding 
Believers from other places unto the Church firſt 
-planted , unleſs it were in caſe of a diſability to en- 
joy Church-Communion among themſelves elſewhere: 
Whatever therefore is pretended unto the contrary , we 
have plain Scripture evidence-and pradtice , for the 
-errecting particular diftin&t Congregations, with Power 
for their own Rule and Edification , in the fame Pro- 
vince , be it as ſmall as thoſe that were of Samaria 
.0or Galite. It cannot ſurely be ſaid that theſe Churches 
were Natiozal, wherof there were many in one ſmall 
Province of a ſmall Nation, nor yet Metrepolitzcal or 
Dioceſan ; nor I ſuppoſe will it be denied bur. Ce 
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they were intruſted with Power to Rule and Govern them- 
{clves1n all ordinary caſes ; eſpecially when 1n every one of 
them, Elders were ordained, which the Apoſtles were careful 
toſee done; Ad. 14.22. This 1s the Subſtance of what we 
Plead as unto particular Congregations. 

(3. It is not probable,” that any of the firſt Churches 
did for a long time encreaſein any City unto ſuch a number, 
as might exceed the bounds of a particular Church or Con- 
gregation. For ſuch they might continue to be, notwith- 
ſtanding a Multiplication of Biſhops or Elders in them, and 
occaſioral diſtint Aſſemblies for ſome Acts of Divine Wor- 
ſhip. Andit ſeems if they did begin to exceed in nuntber 
beyond a juſt proportion for their Edification 3 they did 
immediately erect other Churches among themor near them. 
So whereas there was a mighty encreaſe of Believers at Co- 
rinths AF. 18. 10; there was quickly planted a diſtin& 
Church at Cenchrea,which was the Portof the City. /Nom.16.1. 
And notwithſtanding the great number of 5000 that were 
Converted at Hzerujalem,upon the firſt Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel ; yet were they ſodiſpoſed of or ſo diſpetſed, that ſome 
years afterthis there was ſuch a Churchonly there, asdid meet 
rogetherin oc place as occaſion did require, even the whole 
altitude of the * Brethren, who are called the Church in di- 
ſtinftion from the Apoſtles and Elders who were their Go- 
vernours; AG. 15. 4, 12. Chap. 21. 22, Nor was that 
Church of any greater Number, when they all departed at- 
terwards, and went out unto 'Pe//a a Village beyond For- 
dan, before the Deſtruction of the People, City and Tem- 
ple. And though many Alterations were before that time 
introduced intothe Order and Rule of the Churches, yet it 
appears that when Cyprian was Biſhop of the Church at Car- 
| 2.9 : that the whole Community of the Members of that 


Church, did meet together to determine of things that were 
for their Common Intereſt, according unto what was judg- 


ed to be their Right and Liberty in thoſe days z whichthey 
| G could 
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could not have done, had they not all of them belonged un- 
to the ſame particular Church and Congregation. But theſe 
things may be pleaded eltfewhere it occaſion be given there- 
unto. Bur yet, | | | 

(4.). I muſt fay,that I cannot diſcern the leaſt neceſlity of 
any poſitive Rule or Diredion mn this matter, nor is any ſuch 
thing required by us on the like occaſion. For this diſtrt- 
bution of Believers into particular Congregations, 1s that 


which the nature of the thing it ſelf and the Duty of men 


with reſpect unto.the end of ſuch Churches, doth indiſpen- 
ſibly require. For what is the end of all Churches for which 
they are inſtituted? Ts it not the Edification of them that do 
believe? They will find themſelves miſtaken, who ſuppoſe 
that they were deſigned to be ſubfervient unto the ſecular 
Intereſt of any ſort of men. What are the means appointed 
of Chriſt in ſuch Churches for that end ? Are they not Do- 
arines and Fellowſhip, breaking © Bread and "Prayer , that 
is, the joynt Celebration of the Ordinances of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, m Preaching the Word, Adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments, Mutual Watchfulneſs over one another, and the ex- 
crciſe of that Diſcipline which he hath appointed unto his 
Diſciples? I deſire to'know whether there be any need of a 
new Revelation to dire&t men who are obliged to-preferve 
Churches in their uſe unto their proper End, to take care of 
ſuch things, as would obſtruct and hinder themin the uſe of 
means unto that end of their Edification 2 Whercas there- 
fore it is manifeſt that ordinarily theſe means cannot be uſed 
in a due manner, but in ſuch Churches, as wherein all may 
be acquainted with what all are concerned in, the very. In- 
ſtitution it {UF is a plain Command, to plant, erect and keep 
all Chutthes in ſach a-ſtate, as wherein this end may be at- 
tained: And therefore if Behevers 1n any place are (ſo few, 
or {0 deſtitute of Spzritual Gifts, as not to be able of them- 
ſelves jontly to obſerve thefe means for their Edification;; It 
is their Duty not to joyn by themſelvesin-aChurch-State, but 
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to add themſelves as Members unto other Churches z and fo 
when they arc ſo many as that they cannot orderly commu- 
nicate together in all theſe Ordinances, in the way of their 
Adminiſtration appointed in the Scripture, unto the Edifi- 
cation of them, itis their Duty by vcrtue of the Divine In- 
ſtirution of Churches, to diſpoic of their Church-ſtate and 
Relation into that way which will anſwer the Ends oft ; 
that is, into more particilar Churches or Congregations. 

I ſpeak not theſe things in oppoſition unto any other 
Church-ſtate, which men may erct or eſtabliſh out of an o- 
pinion of its uſcfulneſs and conveniency ; much lcfs againſt 
that Communion which ought to be among thoſe particular 
Churches, or their Afociations for their common Rule and * 
Government in and by their Officers; but only to manifeſt. 
that thoſe of the Non-conformiſts, which are ſuppoſed to 
adhere unto the Inſtitution of particular Churches in a pecu- 
liar way; do not thereby deſcrve the Imputation of ſo great 
and intolerable a Guilt as they are here charged withal. And 

FE whereas I have hereby diſcharged all that Ideſigned with re- 
| ſpe& unto the firſt ſort of Non-conformilts, as they are here 
diſtinguiſhed,l might here give over the purſuit of this Argu- 
ment. But becauſe I ſeek after Truth and fatisfattion alone 
in theſe things, Tſhall a little farther conſider what is offer- 
ed by this Reverend Author unto the ſame purpoſe with 
what we have paſſed through. So therefore he proceeds 3 
pag. 26. to pag. 27. If that of which we read the cleareſt 
Inſtances in Scripture, muſt be the ſlandard of all future 
Aees, much more might be ſaid for limiting Churches to private 
Families, then to particular Congregations. For do we not read 
of the Church that was in the Houſe of Priſcilla and Aquila at 
Rome 3 of the Church that was of the Houſe of Nymphas at 
Colofle; and in the Houſe of Philemon at Laodicea £ Why 
then ſhould not Churches be reduced to particular Families,when 
by that meanes they may fully enjoy the Liberty of their Conſci- 
| ences, aud avoid the Scandal of breaking the Laws? But if 
G 2 n0t- 
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rotwithſtanding ſuch plain Examples, Men will extend Churches 
to Congregations of many Familics; why may not others extend 
Churches to thoſe Socteties which conſiſt of many Congrega« 
tions 2 | 

I Anfiver;z (1) Poſhbly a Church may be #2 a Family, 
or conſiſt only of the Perfons that belong to a Family. But 
a Family as a Family neither 1s nor can be a Church. For 
as ſuch it is conſtituted by Natural and Civil Relations. But 
a Church hath its Form and Being from the Voluntary Spiri; 
tual conſent, of thoſe whereof it conſiſts, unto Church 
Order ; They gave, faith the Apoſtle, their own ſelves to 
the Lord, and unto ws by the Will of God ;, 2 Cor. 8. 5. Nei- 
ther is there any mention at all in the Scripture of the con- 
ftitution of Churches m private Families, ſo as that they 
ſhould be limited thereunto. | 

(2) What is ſpoken of the Church in the Houfe of 4- 
guila, Nymphas, and Philemon, doth not at all prove that 
there was a particular Church in each of their houſes con- 
fiſting only of their own Families, as ſuch ; but only that 
there was a Church which uſually afſembled in their re- 
fpetive houſes. Wherefore . 

(3.) Here is no fach Example given of Churches in pri- 
vate Families in the whole Scripture, as ſhould reſtrain the 
extent of Churches from Congregations of many*Families. 
And theenquiry hereon, that if men will extend Churches to 
Congreeations of many Families, why may not others extend 
Churches unts thoſe Socicties which conſiſt of many Congreeati- 
#5, hath not any forcein it. For they who extended Chur- 
ches unto Congregations of many Families, were the Apo- 
ſilesthemſelves, aCting in the Name and Authority of Jeſus 
Chrift. It cannot be proved that ever they Stated, Erected 
or Planted any one Church, but it was compoſed of Per- 
fons out of any Families; nor that ever they confined a 
Church unto a Family; or taught, that Families, though all 
- of them Believers and baptized, were Churches on the ac- 
COUT: 
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count of their bemg Faraities.So others may extend Churches 
unto thoſe Societies which conſiſt of many congregations ; 
yet not ſo, as that thoſe who cannot comply or joyn with 
them, ſhould thereon be eſteemed Sckiſrraticks z, ſeeing ſuch 
Societies were not appointed by Chriſt and his Apoſttes. If 
fich Socteties be fo conſtituted, as that there is but a proba- 
ble Plea that they are ordained by Chriſt ; there may be 
danger in a diſſent from them, meerly on this account, that 
they conſiſt of many congregations z but this is not our caſe, 
as hath been before declared. 

The Remainder of this Section conſiſts in an account of 
the PraGice of the Churches in ſome things 1n following Ages. 
This though of Importance 1n it ſclf, and deferving a full en- 
quiry into, yet belongeth not unto our prefent caſe 3 and 
will, itmay be, indue time be more fully fpoken unto. 

Thoſe ſuppoſed of the firſt way and judgment, who grant 
a ſeparation from the eſtabhſhed form of the Church of 
Ezgland, are diſmifled with one charge more on, and Plex . 
againſt their Practice, not without a mixture of ſome ſeve- 
rity in expreſſion ; pag. 3o. * But ſuppoſe the firſt Churches 
were barely congregatisnal, by reafon of the ſmall number of Be- 
lievers at that time, yet what Obligation lies upon ws to diſturb the: 
*Peace p/n we live in, to reduce Churches to their In- 
fant StafFFW hich is preſled with ſundry conſiderations in 
the two following Pages; But we ſay; (1) That the firſt 
Churches were not corgregational by reaſon ofthe ſmall mum- 
ber of Believers, but becauſe the Lord Chriſthad limited and 
determined, that ſuch a ſtate of his Churches ſhould be un- 
der the New Teſtament, as beſt ſuited unto all the ends of 
their Inſtitution. (2) That which 1s called the aufart State: 
of Churches, was in truth their ſole perfe& eſtate; what they 
grew up. unto. afterwards molt of them, we know well e- 
nough. For leaving, as it is called, their infant ſtate by de- 
grces, they brought forth at laſt the Man of Sz. (3) Ne 
Obligation lics upon: us from hence ta diſturb the Peace of 
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any Church ; nor do we do ſo, let what will be pretended 
to the contrary. If any ſuch Diſturbance do enſue upon the 
Differences that are between them and us, as far as I know 
the blame will be found lying upon them, who not being 
ſatisfied that they may leave the firſt ſtate of the Churches 
-under a Pretence of its [fancy,and bring them into a greater 
Perfection, then was given them by Chriſt and his Diſci- 
ples 3 but compel others alſo to foregoe their Primitive 
Conſtitution, and comply with them in their Alteration 
thereof. | 

The Remainder of the Diſcourſe of this Section, 1o farrc 
as I can underſtand, proceeds on this Principle, that the 
ſole Reaſon and cauſe-of our A on-confornrity, is this *Per- 
Jfwaſon of tke Divine Inſtitution of particular Ciurches 5, But all 
men know that this 1s otherwiſe. This of all things is leaſt 
pleaded, and commonly in the laſt place, and but by ſome, 
among the cauſes and Reaſons of our withholding Commu- 
nion, ſo farre as wedo ſo, from the Church of England, as 
unto the way and manner wherein it is required of us. Thoſe 
Reaſons have been pleaded already, and may yet be fo far- 
ther, in due time. For the Reſt of the Diſcourſe, we donot, 
we cannot believe, that the due and peaceable Obſerva- 
tion of. the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, doth of gg, ſelf give 
any Diſturbance unto any Churches or  P s What- 
ever; Nor that a peaceable endeavour to practiſe our ſelves 
according unto thoſe Inſtitutions, without impoſing that 
Practice on them, can be juſtly blameable ; We do not, we 
cannot believe that our Refuſal of a tgtal Compliance, with 
4 "Rule for Order, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Ceremonies in 
the Church, not given by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but re- 
quiring of us ſundry things either 1n themſelves, or,as requi- 
red of us, diredtly contrary unto or inconfiſtent with the 
Rules and DireGtions given us by them unto thoſe ends, (as 
in our Judgment and Light of our Conſciences 1s done in 
and by this Rule) is either 8chiſ#2 or blameable Separation. 

| We 
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We do judge our ſclves obliged to preſerve Peace and Unity 
among Chriſtians, by all the means that Chriit hath appoiant- 
ed for that End, by the exerciſe of all Grace, the pertor- 
mance of all Duties, the obſervation of all Rules and Di- 
rections given us for that end; but we do not, we cannot 
believe, that to negle& the means of our own Editication, 
appointed unto us by Chriſt him(clf, to caſt away the Liber- 
ty wherewith he hath made us free, and to deſtroy our own 
Souls for ever, by acting againſt his Authority in his Word, 
and our own Conſciences guided thereby, in a total comply- 
ing with the Rule propoſed unto us, 1s a way or mcans for 
the attaining of that End. And we do bclicve that in the 
preſent ſtate of the Differences among us, an illue whereof 
1s not ſuddenly to. be expected in an abſolute Agrecment im 
Opinion and Judgement about them, that the le of the 
Scripture, the Example of the firſt Churches, the nature of 
Chriſtian Religion, and the preſent Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Religion among us, doth call for mutual forbearance, with 
mutual Love, and Peaceable walking therein. And we begin 
to hope, - that whereas it 1s confeſſed that the Foundations of 
Chriſtian Religion are preſerved entire among us all;and it is 
evident that thoſe who diſſent from the preſent Eccle{raſtical 
E/tabliſhments, or any of them, are as ready to do aud ſuffer 
what theY-ſhaH be Lawfully called unto, in the Defence 
and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion 5 wile 
Men will begin to think that it is better for them, to take up 
quietly in what the Law hath provided for them, and not 
turmoil themſelves and others, 1n ſ{ceking to put an end unto 
theſe Differences by force and compulſion, which by theſe 
ways they willnever whilſt they live attain unto. ' And we | 
do ſuppoſe that many of them who do cordially own and 
ſcek the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion 1n this Na-- 
tion 3 Men I mean of Authority, Power and Intereſt, will be 
no more inſtrumental to help one Party. ruine and deſtroy 


another 3 unduely weakening the whole Intereſt. of - 
Prote-- 


differences, in compariſon of what it 1s in the whole Prote- 


ſtant cauſe 3 will endeavour their utmoſt to procure an equal 


Liberty, ( though not equal outward Advantages _) for all 
that are firm and ſtable in their Profeſſion of that Proteſtant 
Religion which is eſtabliſhed by Law in this Kingdom, T 
know that Learned and Eloquent men, ſuch as this Author 
is, are able, to declaim againſt mutual forbearance in theſe 
things with probable Pteas and Pretences of evil con(e- 
quents which will enſtie thereon. And I do know that o- 
thers, though not with equal Learning or Eloquence, do 
declare and ſet forth the Inequality, Unrighteouſneſs, and 
Deſtructive Events of a contrary courſe, or the uſe of force 
and compulſion in this cauſe. But it muſt be granted that the 
Evil conſequences pretended on a mutual forbearance, do tfol- 
low from the corrupt Aﬀections and Paſſions of Men,and not 
from the thing it ſelf; but all the evils which will follow on 
Force and compulſ;on, do naturally ariſe from the thing it ſelf. 

I ſhall cloſe this part of my Diſcourſe with an Obſervation 
on that wherewith it is cloſed by this Author, 1n his ma- 
nagement of it. Saith he, to withdraw from each other into 
Separate congregations, tempts ſome to ſpiritnal *Prideand Scorn 
and Contempt of others, as of a more carnal and worldly Church 
then themſelves ; and provokes others to lay open the follies and 
zndiſcretions and immoralities of thoſe who pretend to ſo much, 
Purity and Spirituality above their © Brethren ; pag. 32, 33. If 
there be any unto whom this 1s ſuch a Temptation as is men- 
tioned in the firſt place, and being ſo, doth prevail upon 
them; it is their fin, ariſing*from their own Luſts, by which 
every Man is tempted, and is not at all occaſtoned by the 
thing it ſelf; and for the other part, let thoſe who delight m 
that work proceed as they ſhall ſee cauſe. Forif they charge 
upon us things that are really Foolifh, Indifcreet, and I 
moral, as in many things we fin all, we hope we ſhall _ 
wit 


 Proteſtantiſme thereby 3 but conſidering how little the con- 
cern of themſelves, or their Poſterity can be in theſe leſter 
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what to amend, and to bediligent therein, as for other Rea- 
ſons, ſo becauſe of our Obſervers. But if they do what 
ſome have done, and others yet continue to do, fill their 
Diſcourſes with falſe Malicious Defamations, with Scorn, 
Contempt, Railing, and Revilings, Scandalous unto Chri- 
ſtian Religion ; like a Sermon lately preached before my 
Lord Mayor, and ſince put in Print, (I intend not that un- 
der conſideration ) we are no way concerned in what they 
do or ſay; nor do, as we know of, ſuffer any diſadvantage 
thereby ; yea ſuch Perſons are beneath the offence and con- 
tempt of all Men, pretending upto the leaſt of Wiſdom and 
Sobriety. 

For what remains of this Diſcourſe, I eſteem not my ſelf 
concerned to inſiſt on the Examination of it. For I would 
not ſo expreſs my Judgment in theſe things, as ſome are 
here repreſented to declare themſelves. And I know that 
thoſe who are principally reflefted on, are able to defend 
both their Principles and Praftices. And beſidesT hear (in 
the Retirement wherein I live, and wherein I dye dayly ) that 
ſome of thoſe moſt immediately concerned, have returned 
an Anſwer, unto this Part of the Diſcourſe under confide- 
ration. I ſhall therefore only obſerve ſome few things that 
may abate the Edge of this Charge. For although we judge 
the Defence of the Truth which we profeſs, to be neceſlary 
when we are called thereunto ; yet at preſent for the Rea- 
ſons intimated at the entrance of this Diſcourſe, we ſhould 
chooſethat it might not be brought under debate. But the 
Defence of our Innocency, when the charge againſt us isfuch 
as 1N it ſelf tends toour Diſtreſs and Ruine,js that alone which 
1s our preſent Deſign; and which wiſe men,no way concern- 
ed in our Non-conformity, . for the ſake of Proteftant'Reli- 
g10n and Publick Peace of the Nation, have judged ne- 
ceſlary. | 

The Principal Strength of this Part of the Reverend Au- 
thors Diſcourte, mat in _ Application of the Reaſons f 

| the 
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. the Aſſembly againſt thoſe who deſircd forbearance in di- 
ſtink Communion from the Rule ſought then to beeſtabliſh- 
ed,unto thoſe who now defire the ſame forbearance from the 
Church of Exgland, T will not immerſe my ſelf in that con- 
troverſie. nov have any contention with the dead. This | 
only I fay, that the caſe then between the *Presbyterians and 
thoſe who diſſented from them, is ſo vaſtly different from that 
now between the Church of England and the Non-confor- 
-miſts, and that in ſo many material Inſtances and circumſtan- 
ces, thatno Light can be communicated unto the right deter- 
mination of the latter, fromgwhat was pleaded in the former. 
In brief;thoſe who "lcadeFihen for a kind of Uniformity or 
' Agreement in total Communion,did propoſe no one of thoſe 
things, as the condition of it, which are now pleaded as the 
only Reaſons of with-holding the ſame kind of Conformity 
fromthe Church of Exg/2nd ; and the Non-impoſition of any 
ſuch things, they made the Foundation of their Plea, forthe 
compliance of others with them. And thoſe on the other ſide, 
who pleaded for Liberty and forbearance 1n ſuch a caſe as 
wherein there were no ſuch Impoſitions, did it moſtly,onthe 
common Liberty, : which as they judged, they had with their 
other Brethren,-to abide by the way which they had -decla- 
red and practiſed, long before any Rule waseſtablthed unto 
its Prejudice. And thefe things are ſufficient togive us,as unto 
the preſent cafe. under debate, an abſolute inconcernment'in 
what wasthenpleaded on the one fide or the other, and fo it 
{hall be here diſmifled. ee, 

Theeſpecial charge here managed againſt the Non-confor- 
miſts, is, that they allow that to /zve a ftate of Separation from 
fjuch Churches, as many at leaft of ours are, is a 8$in; yet that 
themſelves ſo do 5 which 1s manifeft in their Practice. Bur 
:t may be ſaid, ('1) That this Conceflion refpects only *Pa- 
rockial Churches, and that ſome of them only. But the confor- 
mity 1n general required of us, refpects the Conſtitution, Go- 
vernment, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Communion of the Na- 
tional 
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tional Church and Dioceſan Churches therein. (2) Perſons 
who thus expreſs themſelves axe to beallowed the Interpreta- 
tion of their own Minds,Words and Exprefſions. For if they 
do judge that ſuch things do bzlong unto a ate of Separation 
from any Churthes, as namely, a cauſele(s Renouncing of all 
Communion with them; a condemnation of them as no 
Church, and on that ground ſetting up Churches againſt 
them, which they know themſclves not to be guilty of, they 
may both honeſtly and wiſely deny themſelves to be in a ſtate 
of Separation, nor will their preſent Pradtice prove them ſo 
to-be.. And on the other hand, thoſe who do acknowledge 
a Separation as unto diſtinct local preſential communion with 
the Church of England, yet do all of them deny thoſe things. 
which in-the Judgment of thoſe now intended, are neceſ{ary 
to conſtitute a ſtate of Separation. But on-this Account, I 
cannot ſee the leaſt contradiction between the Principles and 
Practice of theſe Brethren, nor wherein they are blame-wor- 
thy in their Conceſſion, . unleſs it be in too much earneſtneſs 
to keep up all poſſible communion with the Church of Eze- 
land ;, forgive them that wrong. YetlI tay not this, as thongh 
theſe who are here ſuppoſed to own a ſtate of Separation, 
were not as Zealous allo, for Communion in Faith, Love 
and Dofrine-of Truth with the body of Proteſtants in this 
Nation, as they are. (3) That which animates this part of 
the Diſcourſe, and which 1s the Edge of this Charge, 1s, that 
the Miniſtcrs do conceal from the People what therr ations EC) 
about the Lawfulneſs of Communion with the Church of England. 
How this can be known to be ſo, F cannot underſtand; For 
that it istheir Judgment that they may do fo, is proved only, 
ſo far as I know, from what they have Written and Publiſh-. 
edin Printunto that purpoſe.And certainly what men fo pub- 
liſh of their own accord, they can have nodeſtgn to conceal 
from any 3 eſpecially not from them who uſually attend an 
their Miniſtry, whoare moſt likely to readtheir Books with 
Diligencez But this hath been —_ unto before. 
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\ In theſe things we ſeek for no ſhelter nor countenance 
from what is pleaded by any concerning the- obliging Power 
of an erronioxs Conſcience, which the Reverend Author in- 
fiſts on 3 pag. 42, 43, 44. For we acknowledge no Rule of 
Conſcience in theſe things which concern Churches, their 
State, Power, Order and Worſhip, but Divine Revelation 
only, that is, the Scripture, the written Word of God; and 
ſure enough we are, that we are not deceived in the choice 
of our Rule, ſo as that we delire no greater Aflurancein any 
concerns of Religion. And by the Scripture as ourRulewe 
underſtand both the expreſs words of it, and whatever may 
by juſt and lawful conſequencebe educed from them. This 
Rule we attend unto,andenquire into the Mind of Godin it, 
with all the Diligence we are able, and in the uſe of all the 
means, that are uſually and truly pleaded as necefſlary unto 
the Attainment of a right underſtanding thereof. And if any 
one can inform us of any thing required of usthereby, which 
yet we havenot received, we ſhall with all readineſs comply 
therewithal. We have no prejudices, no outward Temp- 
tations, that ſhould biaſs our Minds and Inclinations, unto 
thoſe Principles and Practices on them, which we judge our 
ſelves guided and direfted unto by this Rule 5 but all ſach 
conſiderations as might be taken from the moſt moderate de- 
fires, even of Food and Raiment, do lye againſt us. We are 
hereon fully fatisfied, that we have attained that knowledge 
in the Mind of God about theſe things, as will preſerve us 
from Evil or Sin againſt him, from being Hurtful or Uſeleſs 
unto the reſt of Mankind, if we ſubmit unto the Light and 
conduit of it, Wherefore we ſeek no relief in, we plead 
no excuſe from the Obligation of an Erroneous Conſcience ; 
but do abide by it thatour Conſciences are rightly informed 
in theſe things 3, and then it is confeſſed on all hands, what 
is their Power, and what their force to oblige us, with re- 
fpe&t unto all humane commands. 7G | 

.F know not of any farther coneern that the gen 
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miſts have in the Diſcourſe of this Reverend Author ; unlcf 
it be in the conſiderations which he propoſeth unto them, 
and the Advice which he gives them in the cloſe of it. I ſhall 
only fay. concerning the one and the other, that having 
weighed them impartially unto the belt of my Underſtand- 
ing, I find not any thing in them, that ſhould make it the 
Duty of any man, to invent and conſtitute ſuch a Rule of 
Church Communion, as that which 1s propoſed unto the Non- 
_conformiſts for their abſolute compliance withal 3 nor any 

thing that ſhould move the Non-conformiſts unto ſuch com- 
pliance, againſtthe Light of their Conſciences, and under- 
ſtanding inthe mind of Chriſt ; which aloneare thethings in 
debate between us. But if the Deſign of the Author, in the 
propoſal of theſe conſ/derations and the particulars of his Ad- 
zice, be that we ſhould take heed to our ſelves, that during 
theſe differences among us, we give no offence unto others, 
ſofar as it is poſſible, nor entertain ſevere Thoughts in our 
ſelves of them from whom we differ,we {hall be glad thatborh 
he and we ſhould be found in the due Obſeryance of ſach 
Advice. One head of his Advice I confeſs, might be, if I 
am not miſtaken,more acceptable with ſome of the Non-con-- 
formiſts, if it had not come in the cloſe of ſuch a Diſcourſe, 
as this is; And it is, that they ſhould not be always complaining 
of their hardſhips and Perſecution 5 pag. 54. For they ſay,after- 
ſo many of them have died in common Gaols, ſo many have: 
endured long Impriſonments, not a few being at this day in: 
the ſame Durance ; ſo many driven from their habitations: 
into a wandring condition, to preſerve for a while the Liber- 
ty of their Perſons; ſo many have been reduced unto Want 
and Penury, by the taking away of their Goods; and from 
ſome the very Inſtruments of their Livelyhood ; after the- 
Proſecutions which have been againſt them in all Courts of 
Juſtice in this Nation, on Informations,, Endictments, and. 
Suits, tothe great charge of all of them who are ſo Perſecu-- 
ted; and ruine of ſome ; after ſo many Miniſters _ _ 
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Families have been brought: into 'the ' utmoſt outward 
ſtreights which Nature can ſubſiſt under ; after all their per- 
petual Fears and Dangers wherewith they have been exer- 
ciſed and diſquieted, they think it hard they ſhould be com- 
plained of for complaining, by them who are at Eaſe. It 
may be remembred what 'one ſpeaks very gravely in the 
Comedian. 


' Sed, Demea, koc tu facito, cum animo cogites, 
nam tos facillime agitis quam eſtis maxume 

*Potentes, dites, fortunati, nobiles ; 

Tum maxume vos £quo animo equa noſcere 


Oportet, (# vos wultis perkiberi probos.. 


Indeed, Men who are encompaſſed with -an affluence of 
alt earthly enjoyments, and in the ſecure poſſeſſion of the 
Good things of this Life, do not well underſtand what they 
fay, when they ſpeak of other mens Sutfferings. This I dare 
undertake for | all the Non-conformilts 3 Let others leave 
beating them, and they ſhall all leave complaining. She 1s 
thought but a Curſt mother who beats her Child for crying, 
' and will not ccaſe beating until the Child leaves crying, . 
which it cannot do whillt it is continually beaten. Neither 
do I know that the Non-conformiſts are alwazes complaining 
of their Sufferirigs 5 nor what are their complaints that they 
make, nor to whom. Yeal do ſuppoſe thatall impartial men, 
will jadge that they have borne their Sufferings with as much 
patience and filence, as any who have gone before them in 
the like ſtate and condition, And they do hope, that 'men 
will notbe angry with them, -if they cry unto God for Deh- : 
verance from thoſe troubles which they judge they undergo 
for his Sake, Thankful alſo they are unto God and Men, 
for any releaſe they .have.. received from their Sufferings ; 
wherein-their chief reſpect amongſt Men hitherto is unto, the. 
King himſelf Butthat'they ſhould be zery thankþul to gar 7 
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who eſteem all their paſt and preſent Sufferings to be }:;>!15, 
and do really endeavour to have them continued anc cn- 
creaſed '{ among whom I do not reckon this Reverend Au- 
thor, for I do not know that I can truly do {o, ) is not to 

'be expected. | | 

I ſhall add no more, but that whereas the Non-confor- 
miſts intended im this Defence, arc one, or do compleatly 
agree with the Boly ofthe People im thiz Nation that are 

"Proteſtants, or the Church of England, in the entire Dodrine 
of Faith and Obedience, 1n all the Inſtances whereby it hath 
bEen publickly declarcd or eſtabliſhed by Law ; which A- 
greement in the Unity of Faith, is the principal foundation 
of ajl other Union and Agreement among Chriſtians, and 

without whichevery other way or means of any ſuch Union 
or Agreement is of no worth or value, and which if it be 
not impeached is in it ſelfa ſufficient bond of Union, what- 
ever other Differences may ariſe among men, and ought to 
be ſo eſteemed among all Chriſtians z And whereas they are - 
one with the ſame Body of the People, that 1s, in its Magi- 
ſtracy and thoſe who are under Rule in one common Intereſt 
for the Maintenance and Preſervation of Proteſtant Religi- 
on, whereunto they are ſecured by a ſenſe of their Duty and 

Safety ; and without whoſe orderly and regular concurrence 
11 all lawful wayes and aCtings unto that end, it will not be 

. ſoeallly attained as ſome imagine; And whereas alſo they 
are one with them 1n all due legal Subjection unto the ſame 
S:2preme Power among(t us, and are equally ready with any 
ſort of Perſons of their refpetive Qualities or Condition in 
the Nation, to contribute their Afliſtance unto the Prefer- 
vation of its Peace and Liberty 3*and whereas 1n their ſeve- 
rat capacities, they are uſcfy] unto the publick Faith and 

Truſt: of the Nation, the Maintenance-and Encreafe of the 

Wealth and Proſperity of it ; Conſidering what Evidences 

there arc, of the Will of God in the Canſtitution of our Na- 

tyres underthe Candudt of;--Conſcience in immediate Suby 
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